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WORDS ON PAPER BEAT ROCK & SCISSOR!
By David L.ee Burris

s He saith unto them, But whom

say ye that | am?

= And Simon Peter answered and
said,

mu art the Christ, the So@
e living Goqf

7 And Jesus answered and said

unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon
Bar—jona: for flesh and blood hath not

revealed it unto thee, but my Father

which is in heaven.

2 And | say also unto thee, That

thou art Peter, and uponlthis rock)

will build my church; and the gates of

hell shall not prevail against it.

Translated Greek: “Thou art Petros(single rock or small pebble) & on this
Petra (large solid rock, foundation rock, or rock bed) I will build my church.”
Greek Contextual: Peter’s Confession of Faith an Archtype

Transliterated Aramaic: Pauline Letters Peter & Rock Same

Original Spoken Aramaic Allowed Lesson Form Word Play

In Summation, Building a Church upon a Pebble would be obviously
ridiculous and therefore could not be Christ’s real meaning. When Peter
acknowledges that Jesus was the Messiah, Jesus showed His agreement that
He (Jesus) is indeed the Son of God & the Rock of Ages. Peter compares
himself as only a stone when referencing Christ’s Role as The Rock & Chief
Cornerstone of the Church - 1* Peter 2: 5 & 6.

In other words — Salvation is not based on an institutional connection with the
Apostle Peter but by way of a personal relationship with Jesus Christ!
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Pagan Sacied Space & Stene Wltar Tuwned Jnte Profane Space:
Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible

2 KiJngs 10:27 - And they broke down the lt(elnnqp)ll(e\ of Baal,.... Which some take to be
Belus, others Saturn, others the sun, which seems most probable:

and broke down the house of Baal; his lte]nnlplle,\ demolished it:

and made it a draught house until this day; a common sewer, a jakes; a fit place
for dunghill gods to be thrown into, and an idol temple to be turned into.

Camblridge Bible for Schools and (College;s

2. they brake down the image of Baal] As the verb is the same as that used
tmmediately afterwards for the 1b)1r<ea1]kiilnlg down of the house, we may be almost
certain that this chief object of worship was of stone. The verb is constantly
employed of pulling down buildings. The LXX. omits the next clause, ‘And

brake down the house of Baal’.

a draug-ht Ixouse] The word ‘draught’ is found again in Matthew 15a7; Mark 12:aq.
Cf. also Burton, Anatomy; p. 165, ‘Muck hills, draugrhts, sinks, where any carcasses
or carrion lies’. For the idea cf. Ezra 6:11; Daniel 2:5; Daniel z:29, ‘their houses shall

be made a dunghﬂl’.

unto this day| See above on 2 Kings 8:22. For the commands in the law to destroy

the <o>1b>J|<e-(CIts of heathen W(O»]fS]hliqp cf. Deuteronomy 7:5; Dewt 7:25; Dewut 12:2-z, where

a destruction like that described here is <eln1j]<0)iilnue(dl¢

Pulpit Commentary

Verse 27. - And they brake down the image of Baal; rather, they brake in pieces
the pillar of Baal. The representation of Baal, the main stele of the temple, being
of stone or metal, could not be destroyed by fire, and was therefore broken to
pieces (comp. 2 Kings 23:14). And brake down the house of Baal - i.e. partially
ruined it, but still left portions of it standing, as a memorial of the sin and of its
punishment: - a solemn Wam‘mg, one would have t:hought, to the people of the
capital - and made it a draught-house unto this day; made it, i.e, "a depository
for all the filth of the town" (St:anley); comp. Ezra 6:1; Daniel 2:5; Daniel 3:29; and
for the word "draught" in this sense, see Matthew 15:17. Such a use was the
greatest possible desecration. 2 Kings 10:27



https://biblehub.com/commentaries/gill/2_kings/10.htm
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/cambridge/2_kings/10.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/15-17.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/12-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/ezra/6-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/daniel/2-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/daniel/3-29.htm
https://biblehub.com/2_kings/8-22.htm
https://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/7-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/7-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/context/deuteronomy/12-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/pulpit/2_kings/10.htm
https://biblehub.com/2_kings/23-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/ezra/6-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/daniel/2-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/daniel/3-29.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/15-17.htm
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Fram Judas Maccabiaeus & The Jewish War of Independence:

“The ]pnuuriﬁfiitcauti[(onnl of the Ttelnnlpllte was at once commenced. Priests of orthodox

faith, untainted by any suspicion of Hellenistic heresy, were chosen to restore and
cleanse the tnner courts. The chambers were burilt up, the gates 1r<e~]huunn1g and the
desecrated altar on which swine had been sacrificed, and which a woman had
struck in contempt, was pulled down. Stones for the new altar were soug ht in the
valley of the Kedron, and (dhung out from red virgin earth, without the use of uron.
They were aurlraunlg(e(dl un a wooden frame, and cemented lt(o»(gelt]huer witth mortar. The
hollow horns were fashioned on wooden molds, and, the framework buelunug

removed, the rude concrete structure was whitewashed all over.

It was not alsy to deal with t]hu §|t<o>1nue of the old altar. 7]huonfg]h1 no ll<o>1n1g<e\1r fie
for the service of God, they had, nevertheless, been at one time consecrated, and
it seemed doubtful to the s<cr1qunud[<onms Purrists, who now led the nation, whether it
would be Jr'iig]hut to cast them out into a ]P)Jr(odfaunue ]p)ll(auc<e¢ For such a ]PnredfL(C@llnnuelnut no
precedent or direction could be found in the Law of Moses, and it appeared,
therefore, to be a question which could only be settled by the authority of a
divinely=-comumissioned 1nnue§§teln1gtelr—1odf such a ]Pnr(oqp]huelt as was (ex]pnect(e(dl shortly to
appear. They, therefore, laid up the stones in a chamber at the north-west corner
of the altar court, in the great gate-house called Moked, there to remain until a
prophet should arise to show what should be done with them. In that chamber
they remained umtil the time of Christ, and until the Holy House had been once
more overthrown, once more restored and beautified, and yet again levelled to
the ground. The Prophet with the required authority was never recognized, and
the stones of the desecrated altar were finally scattered, no man knows where.”
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BOUT HE SAID,
“"IF THEY KEPT QUIET,

e STONES wouLp DO IT FOR THEM,

SHOUTING PRAISE."

LLoke 19:4-0©
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Jesus: The Cornerstone
O

From Issue: Discovery 7/1/2006 KYLE BUTT, M.Div.

Have you ever 1t]huo»ug]hnt about how wuseful stones and rocks are? Entire roads and
streets are composed of stone. Beautiful build ing's of fren are made of marble or
other costly stones. El egant J(e\welhry that contains precious stones such as rubies,
diamonds, and emeralds are sold for thousands of dollars. Rocks and stones help
us, protect us from storms, and make ouwr physical lives more enjoyable in many

Ways.

One of the most useful aspects of stones is how they can be put together in
order to make strong, sturdy buildings. In the Bible, we read that the temple
foundation was made of 1 arge, costly stones ((11 ]Kiilmgb 5*117/)) Did you know that

there is one stone that is more Unnportamnt than any other stone in a 1b>1uutll(dllunvgr7’

It is called the cornerstone. lt lu[§1utalllllv is a very large stone that is covered Wlllt]hl

beawutiful carvings or inportant writung. Some cornerstones weigoh as much as

0,000 or more pounds. The cornerstone is laid down at the corner of two walls

of a building. It is the foundation on which the entire building is built. If the

cornerstone is weak, the whole building will be weak. If the cornerstone is then

placed incorrectly, the building will not be level and straight. The cornerstone

is usually the bigoest, most expensive, most beautiful, and the most inportant

stone in the building.

In the Bible, we are told that Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of the temple of
God (Ephesians 2:20). That might sound odd. How can Jesus be called a stone?
The Bible explains that, under the Christian system, the temple of God is not
a literal build’mg made out of real stones in Jerusalem anymore. Rather, it is a
spiritual building that is made out of all the faithful Christians who are “built”
into it. Jesus is the cornerstone of the spiritual temple because He is the most
important part of it. He lived a perfect llfe and left a perfect example. In a
sense, He is the perfectly strauzht cornerstone that helps keep His church
st:a]ndmg st:ralght, tall, and strong against temptation and the sinful world.

The next time you see a huge, impressive building made of stone,
look for the cornerstone and remember that Jesus is our cornerstone.


https://apologeticspress.org/issue/discovery-712006/
https://apologeticspress.org/publication/discovery/
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THEN, BEHOLD,

THE VEIL OF THE TEMPLE
WAS TORN IN TWD ,
FROM TOP TO BOTTOM;
AND THE EARTH OUAKED,

AND THE ROCKS WERE SPLIT °
MATTHEW 27:51

How strong was the veil of the Temple

-

===
Tradition says.. =
The veil was
» 60 feet high
»30 feet wide

»4 inches thick
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"Upon This Rock .. ."

The most profound statement ever made concerning the church
was made by its builder, Jesus Churist, in Matthew 16:a8-19. Within a
few words Jesus revealed many great truths about the church
which we should learn and wnderstand. Jesus asked his disciples,
"Who do men say that I, the Son of man, am?" Some thought Johmn
the Baptist. Herod thought this (Mt. 14:2). Some thought Jesus was
]Elliij]al]hly because of the ]p)lr(O)]p)]hl(e<cy of Malachi that the spirit of ]Ell[ij]a]hl
would retuwrn before the Messiah (Mal. 4:5). Others thought he was
Jeremiah, who was also thought to come before the Messiah in
Jewish legend (2 Esdras 2:8; 2 Macc. 2:4-7). Another Jewish theory
concerning Jesus’ identity was that he was one of the prophets.
This idea probably was based upon the promise of Moses that a
special prophet would arise (Deut. 18:15).

"But who do you say that I am?", Jesus asked the disciples. Simnon
Peter spoke up, "You are i t]hue Christ, the Son of the Living God."
The term "Churist" referred to the Messiah, the anounted one for
whom the Jews hoped and longed. But even more, Simon Peter
recogmnized Jesus divinity by calling him the Son of God.

Jesus responded by indicating that Simnon Bar-jona, the son of Jona,
was blessed, for flesh and blood, had not revealed to Sumon Jesus'
divine mature but the heavenly Father. How had the divinity of
Jesus been revealed to Simon and the other apostles? Through the
miracles and teachings of Jesus (see Matthew 14:22-23; Johmn 17:6-8).

Sunce the Father had revealed Jesus' divinity to Sumon, son of Jomna,
Jesus was now going to reveal s<o>1nn1<elt]h1[hnlg to Peter, the dliisc[iplle of
Jesus ("And I also say to you. .. "). Jesus told Peter and the rest of
the disciples of his g]raunudl purpose and plan to build his church.

"Upon This Rock": The Foundation

There is a lot of controversy on who or what the "rock” is, referred
to by Jesus in this passage. Some popular theories include: (1) Peter;
(2) Christ; and (3) Peter's confession of Christ.



Page 9 of 20

Was Peter the rock upon which Jesus was going to build? The
main argument in support of this position is the name "Peter,"
which Jesus designates his disciple, means "rock."

e UfeekK alnd Che contexe O esus” stactenent do ot suppoIrt the
The G I d th text of ' stat t d L support th

" is not the same word in Greek as the word

claim. The name "Peter
"rock" used by Jesus. The Greek word for "rock" is petra, it is in the
feminine and means "mass of rock" ((\\/[Unue ]Exp@s[htonry Dictionary of
New Testament Wo r(dls)) Thayer defines petra as "a rock, (edlge cliff
a rock, a llaurge stone" ((T]hlrcnye]r Glmeell\(—]E]nug ish Lexicon of the New
Test taunnuemnt)} "Peter" comes from the Greek word petros > which is
masculine and refers to a "detached stone or boulder, or a stone

that might be thrown or easily moved" (Vine, ][lb)fudL))

Greelk scholar, Marvin Vincent, has ]Pno»[l]nute(dl out the differences
between petra and petros. "In the classical Greek the word (Peter,
"Petros') means a piece of rock, as in Homer, of Ajax throwing a
stone at Hector (( [liad,' \Vluu))i or of Patroclus grasping and ]huudllunug
in his hand a jagged stone ('Iliad,' xvi) . . . The word (rock, 'petra')
is feminine and means a rock, as distinguished from a stone or a
fragment of rock ((]P)telt]ﬁO»S)) Used of a ledge of rocks or rocky peak.
In Homer ('Odyssey,' ix., 243), the rock (petra) which Polyphennus
places at the door of his cavern, is a mass which two-and-twenty
wagons could not remove; and the rock which he hurled at the
retreating ships of Ulysses, created by its fall a wave in the sea
which drove the ships back toward the land ("Odyssey' ix., 484)"
(Vincent I Vincent Word Studies of the New Testament, Vol. x).

The foundation of the wise man's house was a petra, a ll(al]rgwe; mass of
rock, not a petros, a small stone ((Mln 7/::24))9 Also, petra refers to rocks
split at Jesus' death (Mt. 27:5 1), the tomb of Jesus was in petra (Mt.
27/::(6»0)),\ and when God's wrath is <dlii§]p)llalye(dl men hide themselves in
petra ((Re\vv f6):¢]l5=]l7/>)\« Peter ((]P’eltlms)) is mot and cannot be the rock
(petra) upon which Jesus promised to build his church.

Some contend Jesus is the rock. While Christ is certainly designated
as a rock and foundation elsewhere, the view that Jesus is the rock
in the immediate context of this passage also has some difficulties.
Vincent here reminds us of the context of Jesus' statenment, "Churist
appears here, not as the foundation, but as the architect: 'On this
rock willl I build" ((Vlunucelnut Ibid., p. <9)2))
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Probably the most prominent view among ’[]nuo»]nl:(Cal1t]h1<o>1[ii<cs]| s that
the "rock" of Matthew 16:18 is "Peter's confession." Comnentators
often want to emphasize what they call "Peter's confession" and
overlook the immediate sigmificance that Jesus placed upon Peter's

statement. Christ did not characterize Peter's statement as lbue;lunlg
a confession but as a revelation! Jesus plainly says what Peter said
was not from mamn, but from the Father. The "rock" to which Jesus
refers is the divinely revealed truth, Jesus is the Christ the Son of
God. The difference between confession of a man and revelation
of God is vast and s[igmt[iiffucaunu& Myriads of churches and ]killnlgdhonnnls
have built upon the mere confessions of memn, but the church Jesus
promised to build was going to be established upon the truth of
Jesus' divinity as revealed by the Father.

The identity of "this rock," as divinely revealed truth concerning
Jesus, can be seen in the immediate context of Jesus' response to
Peter. Robertson points out that, "The @mnqp]hmts@ is mot on "Thowu art
Peter' over against "Thou art the Christ,' but on Kago ("And I"): "The
Father hath revealed to thee one truth, and I also tell you another'
((M[(CN(G‘IL][(G‘)) " ((K(Odb)(e‘lfltSO]nl,\ Word Pictures In the New Testament, Vol.
I, - 113]1))¢ The paural[lhel[ between verses 16, 17 and 18 illustrates the
identity of "this rock" to which Jesus refers.

Jesus is described as a foundation elsewhere un the N.T. tn that he
has been declared the Christ, the Son of God by the resurrection.
"For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid,
which is Jesus Churrist" (1st Corinthians 3:). The church has been
"built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
Himself being the chief cornerstone" (Eph. 2:2). "This is the 'stone
which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief
cornerstone.' Nor is there salvation tn any other, for there is mo
other name under heaven given among men by which we must
be saved" (Acts g:mi-12).

"I Will Build": The Builder

Jesus pronounced himself as the builder of his church. This fact had
been Pnﬁqu]huest@dL "Behold, the Man whose nanme is the Branch! From
His pllauoe he shall branch out, And He shall build the 1te]nn1]p>lle of the
Lord; Yes, He shall build the lte]nnlplle of the lord. He shall bear the
glory, And shall sit and rule on His throne" (Zech. 6:12-13).
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"My Church": - The Building

The "church" refers not to any physical 1b>1uﬂilldlii1n1g,‘ but to
"those called out" a group of people called together for a
purpose. "Church" in Greek means "an assembly of citizens,
regularly summoned. The Septaugint translates the word
using it for the congregation of Israel, either as sunumoned
for a definite purpose (1 Kings 8:65), or for the commumnity
of Israel collectively, regarded as a congregation (Genesis
28:3) . . . The Christian commpuunity in the midst of Israel
would be designated as (an ekklesia)" (Vincent, Ibid., p. 93).

"The word church means literally those called owt, and
often means an assembly or congregation. See Acts 19:32;
Acts 7:38. It is applied to Christians as being called out
from the world. Sometumes it may mean the whole body
of believers, Ephesians 1:22; 1 Corinthians 10:32. The Apostle
Peter describes Christians "as living stones. . . being built
up a spiritual house" (1 Peter 2:5).

Conclusion

The words of Jesus in Matthew 16:7-18 teach so many truths
concerning the church he built. He built his church and
founded it upon his demonstrated resurrected deity. Peter
stood up on the day of Pentecost, after Jesus' resurrection,
and opened the door to the kingdom. Peter preached Jesus
was the Christ, the Son of God as seen by his resurrection.
"Then those who gladly received his word were baptized . .
.and the Lord added to the church daily those who were
being saved" (Acts 2:41, 47). And, for those who become a
part of Christ's church, even death does not separate them
from the love of God (Romans 8:39). — Guardian of Truth
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Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers

(5) Ye also, as lively stones, are built up.—This is true enough: they were in
process of lbnuﬁilhdlfumg up; but it suits the hortatory character of the whole ]Ep[istll@
better to take it ((onnue s as glraunnunmalltl‘hcalll as the (o>1t]huelr)) in the imperative sense: Be
yve also as li ving stones buile up: The Jr(elnud[e]rlunug “lively,” tnstead of ¢ l[u\vmnvg as
tn 1Peter 2:4, is ar b)lutlraury the Greek bei g precisely the same, and the intention
bei ing to show the <c<o>1nn1p lete conformation of the believers to Hium who is the
type and model for humanicy. “Built up,” too, only expresses a part of the Greek
word, which i lunnlp ies “built wp wpon Him.”

A spiritual house.—The epithet is supplied, just as in “/iving stone,” to make it
abundantly clear that the language is figurative. In the first three verses of the
cha]pter these Hebrew Christians were treated individually, as so many babes, to
grow up into an ideal freedom of souk here they are treated collectively (of
course, along with the Gentile Christians), as so many stones, incomplete and
unmeaning in themselves, by arrangement and cemented union to rise into an
ideal house of God. Peter does not distinctly say that the “house” is a temple (for
the word “spiritual” is only the opposite of “material”), but the context makes it
plain that such is the case. The temple is, however, regarded not in its capacity
of a place for worship so much as a place for Divine inhabitation. “The spiritual
house,” says Leighton truly, “is the ]palaoe of the Great K'mg. The Hebrew word
for palace and temple is one.” And the reason for introducing this figure seems
to be, to console the Hebrews for their van'tsh'mg ]pr'lvileg'es in the temple at
Jerusalem. They are be'mg' t:aught to recognize that they themselves, in their
union with one another, and with Jesus Christ, are the true abode of the Most
High. The Christian substitution of something else in lieu of the Jerusalem
Temple was one of the greatest stumbling-blocks to the Hebrews from the very
first. (See Mark 14:58; John 2:21; Acts 7:48; Acts 21:28; compare also Hebrews
9:8; Hebrews g:11.) All history is the process of building up a “spiritual palace” out
of sinful humanity, in order that, in the end, the Father Himself may occupy it.
This follows from the fact that the Incarnate Son is described as a part of the
Temple. Even through the Incarnation—at least so far as it has as yet taken
effect—creation has not become so completely pervaded and filled with the
Deity as it is destined to be when the “palace” is finished. (See 1Corinthians 15:28.)
The idea of the Eternal Son occupying such a relation to the Father on the one
hand, and to humanity and creation on the other hand, is really the same as when
He is called (by an entirely different metaphor) the “firstborn of all creation”
((Colossiaums 11:111;).



https://biblehub.com/commentaries/ellicott/1_peter/2.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_peter/2-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/14-58.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/2-21.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/7-48.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/21-28.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrews/9-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrews/9-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrews/9-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/15-28.htm
https://biblehub.com/colossians/1-15.htm
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//«\v”/mgfstmnues 7 says ]Buelnvgel “they can be priests as
well” They not (0)1n11ly r0011717//p)0§«e the "Jﬂe]nnlpl e, but minister tn it. By lbue<c<o»1nnuun1g
Chrristians they are cut off from neither T(elnnlp e nor hierarchy, nor sacrifice; all
are at hand, and they themselves are all. The old priest thood, like the old Te]nnl]p)lle
has “had its day, and ceased to be.” Mark, i t]huonurg]hl that the A]Pno»slt e is mot dwell ngr
on the tndividual priesi sthood of each ((t]huonutg]hl that is lunl\woJ[\wedl)),\ but on the
hierarchical order of the whole company of Christians: they are amn <0>]rgaunut74e<dl
body or college of priests, a new seed of Aaron or Levi. (See Isaiah 66:21.) The very
word [L]nnqpll[ies that all Christians have not an <e<q[1utalll d@gflﬁe‘@ of ]p]r[heslt]hl(o»(o»(& And this
new p]rfuest]huono"dl like the old, is mo ]P)Jr(oﬁfannue ii]nﬂt]ﬂuudlfuntg ]P>1rii<e§1t]h1<ono»<dl like that of Core
(( [ude 1: )) but “holy”—i.e., consecrated, validly admitted to its work. The way un
which this new metaphor is suddenly introduced,—*to whom coming, be built
up upon Him. . . to be an holy priesthood,” 'unplies that Jesus Christ is the Hig'h
Priest quite as much as it implies His being Corner Stone. The Incarnate Son heads
the adoration offered to the Father by creation, just as He binds creation into a
palace for the Father’s indwelling.

To offer up spiritual sacrifices.—The new priesthood is not merely nominal; it is
no sinecure. None is a priest who does not offer sacrifices (Hebrews 8:3). But the
sacrifices of the new hierarchy are “S]P’ﬁ]FﬁltlU[&]lL " e, not material, not sacrifices
of bulls and goats and lambs. What, then, do the sacrifices comnsist of? If our
priesthood is modelled on that of}esus Christ, as is here implied, it consists mainly
of the sacrifice of self, of the will: then, in a minor degree, of words and acts of
worship, thanks and praise. (See Hebrews 1@:110«116.) But in order to constitute a true
priesthood and true sacrifices after the model of Jesus Christ, these sacrifices are
offered up on behalf of others. (See Hebrews 5:1, and 1fohn 3:16.) The first notion
of the priesthood of all believers is not that of a mediatorial system being
abolished, but of the mediatorial system being' extended: whereas, before, only
Aaron’s sons were recognized as mediators and intercessors, now all Israel, all the
spiritual Israel, all men everywhere are called to be mediators and intercessors
between each other and God.

By (<(O>]F,« /f//]//f/O)/U{gf//]/) Jesus Christ.

another to present one another’s prayers aunudl praises, which pass lt]hl]F(O)IU[‘QF]hl lt]hue lllup)§

ame again, not t the title only. We all hely p one

of many priests; but for them to be acce pta b)ll(e they must be presen t<e<dl flunlalllll\v

1t]hur<onuug]h1 the ll[h“p»g of the Great H lLQF]hl Priest. He, in His 1p><erif<e<ctt §\vmnnp»ant]hw witth all

men, must make the sacrifice ]H[IL§ own. We must wnite owlr SaucrldfluoeS with His—

the Advocate with the Father, the Propitiation for our sins—or our sacrifice will

be as irregular and offensive as though some Canaanite should have taken upon
himself to intrude unto the Holy of Holies on Atonement Day. (See Hebrews 10:19-

2=, e&pnecuaﬂlll\l 1Peter 2:21.)



https://biblehub.com/isaiah/66-21.htm
https://biblehub.com/jude/1-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrews/8-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/context/hebrews/13-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrews/5-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_john/3-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/context/hebrews/10-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/context/hebrews/10-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_peter/2-21.htm
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gieNepnpestamenigiemplepNoigeonstucletiByguiman
HandSjBuigiheBmidegriyesgwithimgihegmangHeant:

Do you not know that your body is a

- of the Holy Spirit, who is in you,
whom you have received from God"

5""(%

YOU ARE NOT YOUR OWN

l Cormthlansi
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Committed to Purity

God expects his contemporary earthly dwellings to
be as pure as his earthly dwellings of ancient times.

Imagrine that God commissioned you to construct the tabernacle.
What material would you deem suitable to use un its construction?
Remember, this structure represents ¢ God’s dwell 1unug among his
people (Exodus 29:43). I imagine Moses was as thankful God didn’t
leave these matters for him to contemplate. Rather, God revealed
to Moses every detail concerning the construction of this most
Unnportant (dl\\xvellllfumg place.

Ome of the most consistently sltlrft]kihnlg aspects of God’s instructions
concerning the construction of the tabernacle was that it was to be
constructed of valuable and pure raw materials. This is most evident
witth Jﬁe‘gaur(dl to the furnishings within the holy place and the most
holy place. The table of shewbread, the ark of incense, and the ark
of the covenant were overlaid with pure go ld. The candlestick, the
mercy seat, as well as each of the articles that sat on the table of
shewbread, were made entirely of pure go ld. In addition, the olive
oil, myrrh, and frankincense that were used un the tabernacle were
to be in their pure form. Only the purest form of these valuable
elements was ]P)(e:lflnﬂlﬁltlt@(dl un the presence of God. Later un tume, God
authorized Solomon to construct the temple. It, like the tabernacle,
represented God’s presence and needed to be built of pure materials.

We have been reminded of these Old Testament facts to impress

upon those who follow Christ that they are now God’s representative

(dl\\xvelll[[ilnug ]P)l[auo& Peter S]P)(O)]L{te‘ of the “tabernacle” of his bnonle (2 Peter

113). Jesus spoke of the “temple” of his body ( John 2:19). The inspired

word of Gnowdl reveals that every Chiistian is lt]hue ”/t(elnmp//r - of the ///1\V/Uﬂng

God” (2 Cor. 6:16). Certainly, God expects his contenporary ear thly

dwellings to be as pure as his eaurlt]hﬂ[\v dwellings of ancient times.
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The Meaning of Purity

The word ¢ ‘puore” ts translated from three different Greek words. A
(C(O)][]nl]P)]Ft@]hl@]ﬂlSlL(O)][’ll of the similarities and the differences of these three
words will ]huell]p) us to al]P>]P>1r<e~<c[Lallt(e the characteristic fullness of ]pnuur[‘uty

“Pure” is translated from //71,a/gf/n10§ un four New Testanment passages
(Phil. 4:8; 1 Tion. 5:22; Jas. 3:a7; 1 John. 3:3). The word means, “ .. pure
from: carnality . . . every fault” (Thayer). Of particular significance
ts that it shares the same root as the word from which “holy” is
translated. That word is //71(31g/10§ which means, “separated from sin
and theretore consecrated to God” ((\Vlunue))

Eilikrines signifies “without alloy.” It is translated “pure” in 2 Peter 3:1,
and “sincere” in Philippians 1:10. Thayer’'s definition includes, “¢o be

found pure when unfolded and examined by the sun’s light.”

The word from which “pure” ts most often translated is the Greek
word kathros, meaning, “clean, pure.” Kathros is translated into one
of these two ]Englli@]hl words 1t]hur(o>1uug]huonmlt the New Testanment.

Each of these three words conveys the same thought. To be “pure”
means to be free of aunlylt]hliilmg 1F<onme‘iiglnh Churistians are not to mix God’s
]FfL‘g]hlltte‘<0)1U[§]nl(€)S§ with any “alloy” of sin. Rather, we are to “separate”
ourselves from sin. When the deepest folds of our spirit are unfolded
and exposed to the light of God’s truth, they are to be found pure.

The Motivation For Purity

All Christians auc]k1nuo>wlhe<dlge that God has called them to live purely.
Nevertheless, we also realize that we are less than pure. Thankfully,
God has furnished us with some 1t]h1[i1n1gs to consider that motivate us
to strive for purity:.
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In his <0)]pne;1n1[i1nug remarks of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said,
“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8).
Many of the points of this sermon are focused not merely on
impuire actions, but on the inpure heart from which the action
]P)]F(O)(Cte‘(e(dl& The desire to “see God” should motivate us to be pure
un both 1t]huonmg]hnt and action.

AN

In 1 Johmn 3:2 our attention is focused on our eternal hope. Verse 3
reads, ¢ .. every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself,
even as he is pure.” Our eternal hope should motivate us to strive

to be as pure as the One we claim to follow.

1 Tumothy 1:5 reads, “Now the end of the commnandment is love out of
a pure heart, and of a g@@d conscience . ..” This pass age speaks to the
purity of the selfless characteristic of true love. Yet it is also true that
puire love for God is a major motivation ] for wus to be puore. Owr desire
to honor and glhonriiify our Savior should motivate us to be pure, “even
as he is pure” (1 John. 3:3).

The Call To Purity

In 2 Tumothy 2:19-22, we read “Let everyone that nameth the name of
Christ depart firom iniquity. But in a great house there are not only
vessels of g@lldl and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some
to honor, and some to dishonor. If a man therefore purge hinnself
from these, he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, and for the
master’s use, prepared unto every gfood work. Flee also youthtul lusts:
but follow /f/{gfh/&@v@l[l{§//71@§§,‘ taith, charity, peace, with them that call on
the Lord out of a pure heart.”

These verses reveal what we confurmed earlier: we are called to
purity, yet we are aware of and auc]klnuomvvll@dlg@ our impurities. We
have come to appreciate our true value 1t]hurtonuug h God’s revelation
and by Chrrist’s sacrifice. Rug]hut@onus characteristics are avowed by
Chiristians to be honorable and more valuable than silver and go Id.
We admit that our dishonorable characteristics of 1unnuriifg]h1lte(onmsmuess
are temporal and corruptible and of no eternal value.
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Therefore, we are to purge ourselves of those characteristics that are
dishonorable, and permeate our character with those 1t]h1ii1nugs that are
Jrluglhute(onm s and honorable. This sanctification process makes us suitable
vessels for the good works in which God instructs us (2 Timothy 3:16).
The true Chiristian must go beyond mere appearance of ]FILg]hllt(e(O)1U[§]n1t€:‘q§,~
faith, charity, and peace. Christians are to display these characteristics
from pure motives and a pure heart.

Manifestation Of Purity

In James 317, we read, “ .. the wisdom that is from above is furst pure

. without hypocrisy.” God’s wisdom calls us to be pure. To respond
to God’s call to purity, we must first be committed to purity in the
characteristics and manifestations of g(owdll[[‘unues&

Hebrews 10:22 reads, “Let us draw near with a true heart un the full
assurance of faith, ]hlal\vtumg had our hearts sprinkled from an evil
conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.” Christians are
fully assured their sins are F(ourglt\welm when they have fully obeyed
the g@speL lbneiilmg unumersed un water for the remission of theur suns.
Likewise, the full assurance of our faithfulness is confirmed when
we are comumitted to separating our hearts from an evil conscience
that excuses and J‘]lU[Slt[LiF[L<e\s unnpurities. A pure conscience has been
instructed in God’s pure riig‘]hl1t(e<o>1U[§1nue§s and has conformed to its
nstruction; convicting its owner of amy 1unnur[‘Lg]hntte@nmsmuess while it
encourages him in the way that is pure.

Chiristians are encouwraged to be “holding the mystery of the faith
un a pure conscience” (1 7Fi10n1(0>1t]h1y 3:9). The mystery of the faith has
been revealed in the gospel (Ephesians 3:3). Christians are instructed
to think on those things that are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, and
of good report; those things promoting spiritual excellence and are
praiseworthy (Philippians 4:8). Such things confirm the true heart of
the fatthful Christian.
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The souls of Christians have been purified by the blood of Jesus in

L

obeving the Spirit-revealed truth (1 Pet. 1:22). True Christians rejoice
&) LS 7 7

in their purification and are committed to the eradication of every

tnnpurity from their life. They are committed to purity in the practice

of the truth and have a valid reason to trust in God’s promises and the

spiritual blessings that are available to themnn.

The spirit and deeds of the pure and imnpure are vividly contrasted n

Titus 1:15-16: “Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are

defiled and unbelieving nothine’s pure; their mind and conscience is

T

defiled. They profess they know God; but in works deny himon, being

abominable, and disobedient, and wnto every ocood work reprobate.”

Like Tumothy, every Christian is exhorted to be ¢ .. an example of
the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, un spirit, n faith,

T

unt ]Pnuuriiltv"" (1 Tumothy 4:2).

7

Reward For Purity

In Revelation 21:18, we are told <C(onn1<celmnliilmg heaven, “the 1b>1uﬂill(dl[i1mg of
the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure g@dl(dh like wnto clear
gllassf" Revelation 21:21 says, “the street of the city was pure g@)ll(dh as it
were transparenit gllagsf" In heaven, we find the source of the s1p>(uriiltuaﬂ[
sustenance that has instructed the earthly conscience of every faithful
Christian, the “pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, ]p>]r<0uc<exe<dl[ilnlg
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb” (Revelation 22:).

God invites everyone who hungers and thirsts after righteousness to
drink from this “fountain of the water of life freely. He that over-
cometh shall unherit all lt]hlillnlgs;: and I will be his God, and he shall be
my son” (Revelation 21:6-7). “For this ye know, that no wnclean person
hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God” (Eph. 5:5).

Those who are committed to providing a pure habitation for God’s
righteous presence on earth will be rewarded with being in eternal
presence of he that’s pure. In the inspired words written to Timothy,
Christian, “keep thyself pure” (1st Tumothy 5:22). — Truth Magazine



