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SPIRTTUAL SWEET SPOT OF GOOD GROWTEH

Vs

by David L.ee Burris
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3% of American Colonists Defeated the Entire British Empire
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15t Century Christians Changed The World By Raising The Bar
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o The earliest Christians did not have church buildings. They
typically met in homes. [ The first actual church building to
be found is at Dura Europos on the Euphrates, dating about
231.] They did not have public ceremonies that would
introduce them to the public. They had no access to the
mass media of their day. So how can we account for their
steady and diverse expansion over the first three centuries?

o After the Apostle Paul, we do not run across many “big
names’’ as missionaries in the first few hundred years of
Christian history. Instead the faith spread through a large
multitude of humble, ordinary believers whose names have
been long forgotten.
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CHURCH GROWTH OR THE GROWTH OF THE CHURCH?

In many ways, the placement of the word gF/FrOI\WIK//?I makes all the difference un
how one thinks about these matters. Whenever the word church is used as an
audlﬂect[we to describe s<o»1nnuelt]h1[umg else, there is a tendency to turn the church tnto
a functional entity that ends up serving primarily an instrunental purpose.
Whiile the church is an instrument of the Spirit intended to bear witness to the
klunvg(dl(onnnl of God and to b>1rlunug red. emption to bear in every dimension of life,
1t]huts is mot the primary basis of the church’s identity. The church is more than

s functionality, a set of purposes to be per formed. Its core identity is related
to iits nature, which is the creation of the Spirit. Thus, when ]P)]huralses like church
renewal, church gf]ﬁon/t//// or church effectiveness are constructed, the tendency
is to place the focus on the function that is being described by the noun—
renewal, growWi th, or effectiveness. This can end up su b»V@]rtlunLg the character of
the church by turning it into a malleable tool that is intended p]rlunnlaurul[y to

accompl lish a ]paurltihcudlaur function. Instead of the church’s character, t]humonungf]hl its
nature, QFIL\VIUDLQF expression to what the church does, it is not wnconmmnon 1F<o»1r one

dllunnue]mSluonnl of W]hlaut the church does to become the criterion for constructing an

©

identity for the church. Thus, what becomes most innportant is the church’s

renewal, growl th, or effectiveness. What is often lost in this (alp]p]mauc]hl s an

1unnudl<e1r§ltannud ngr « of the richness of what God has already created within the very
nature of the church that exists in the world.

T.adk[unug a functional aqp]pnr(o»auc]hL witth its tnstrumental view of the purpose of
the church, is ]P)][’<O>]b)1[16]r]nlalltIUC when trying to come to an accurate understandi g of
the chuorch. From a biblical perspective, the church, rather than themes such as
renewal, growWi th, or effectiveness ((01r W]hlante\\ner)) needs to function as the mown.
Qualitative words that deal with functionality or instrumentality need to define
the church. Thus, it is more biblical to speak of the “growth of the church”
rather than “church g'rowth,” or the “effectiveness of the church” rather than
“church effectiveness.” This shift un <elnn1]p)]hlal§ii§ is not just a matter of semantics;
profoundly important ecclesiological issues are embedded in this distinction.

It is inportant to note that the Bible does, in fact, s peatk about the glmwth
of the church. Gaining a biblical perspective on g]m\wt]hl n 1ﬁellalltlt<o»1nl§]h1ltp to the
chuorch is a matter of ecclesiology, how we view the church, and it is also a
matter of plnueluunnlant(@ ogy, how we view the person and work of the Spirit.
Biblically, a case can be made for the glmwth of the church as the work of the
Spirit. It is the Spirit who creates the church to bear witness to the redemptive
reigmn of God i Christ, and it is the Spirit who leads the chwrch into lbnrftlnlgftlnlg
r(e(dl(e]nnl]p)1tii<o>1n1 to bear on every dimension of life.

1 Van Gelder, C. (2004). Gospel and Our Culture View: Church Growth lacks a sufficient view of the
church, which hinders it from effectively engaging the culture. In P. E. Engle & G. L. MclIntosh (Eds.),
Evaluating the Church Growth Movement (pp. 88—89). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
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People become ]huo»sttavge to the metaphors they employ. Church Growth has
become one such 1nn1<e1ta1]p>]huonr Thus, wee]klumrg to understand causes of growWi th,
p laces where g}mo»\wt]hl s ]p)(o>§§ldb>1[<e and <q[1ural lities of leaders of church QrOWI th
becomes the lens lt]hllﬁonung]hl which Scripture is lunnt@]qp)lﬁe1t<e(dl This 1nnueltatp]huonr is
“both provocative and evocative un the ways it Q]hlalp(es our assessment of
ourselves and our mission.” Furthermore, numerical g]F(O)\\’\VIt]hl was not a
“pervasive concern of Jesus and the New Testament writers.” Only Luke,
“with his fondness for statistics documents the numerical glmo»\v\wt]hl of the
early Christian Church.” Luke’s purpose, however, was not to document
chuarch g}r@Wlt]hl and (dle\velho»p]nnl<eln11t but to authenticate the Gentile mission.

JJohin Mark Hicks, on the other hand, writes that the biblical scholar should not
be “disconcerted” about “the issue of mumerical glmo»\»\wt]hlf" Luke’s use of statistics
is based on a theol (o>rgy of covenant restoration rooted in the Old Testament.
Numerical g]ﬂ@\wtt]hl s @ covenant bwlhe@smnlg » This “restoration-fulfillonent” theme
is reflected in the v wrriting of Acts. The use of words like awuxano, an auglrlucmd[ tuoral
term meaning “to grow” or “to increase,” & P//(GJFO)O,« which means “to nmul ltltp y,”
unfer munmerical g’]ﬁONKVIt]hL«

These same 1t(e‘1rlnnl[L]nuo»lh@gﬁe@ are used in the Creation scene when God tells the
]pne(oqplle he created to “be fruitful and tncrease in number” ((Gne]m~ 1:22; 8:17; 9zl 7/))9
This (elnnl]p)]hLaSiis is also reflected in a few pllauces un Pauline literature. Alllt]huonu[g]hl
Paul’s primary @]Dﬂl][))]hl@leLS un the <elp)ﬁ§1tll(e‘s was to equip young missionaries and
churches to deal with specific problems, in Colossians 1:6, for example, he “uses
awuxano to describe the §]p)1ﬁeaudl of the gos ]Pnel into the whole world.” This glm\wth
in the church is a bles ssing from God tn the same way that children are a bless sing
from the Lord (Ps. 127:3) and “the increase of Abraham’s descendants” was a
blessing (Gen. 12:2; 13:14—16).

How, themn, should we understand these diff F(elmunvg perspectives of growWi th tn
Scripture? Surely, reading Scripture through the narrow lens of Church Growth
accentuates the success and truncates the st rugg les of the church to become a
conumumniey reiﬂl@cltﬁlnlg the ]L{l‘[]nlgdl(onnnl of God. The motivation for use of statistics
becomes sethalgglmunudliiz[Umg and §(6‘]HF=]P)]F<O)][’]U[(O)lt[i]ﬂlg\»

The wuse of statistics and the numbering of Christians should be motivated by
compassion for the flock, finding those who have wandered away (Luke 15:3-6).
The value of church «glmwth studies is that they ypuucal[lly reveal unperceived
weaknesses. This is likely due to the fact that when people come to Christ,
there is ]pnutlb) ic celebration, but those who leave o uwnunoticed.?

2 Van Rheenen, G. (2004). Reformist View: Church Growth assumes theology but ineffectively employs it
to analyze culture, determine strategy, and perceive history. In P. E. Engle & G. L. McIntosh (Eds.),
Evaluating the Church Growth Movement (pp. 183—185). Grand Rapids, Ml: Zondervan.



https://ref.ly/logosres/evalchrchgrow?ref=Page.p+183&off=563&ctx=olladay+writes+that+~people+become+hostag
https://ref.ly/logosres/evalchrchgrow?ref=Page.p+183&off=563&ctx=olladay+writes+that+~people+become+hostag

Page 7 of 27

Growith from Conflict in Acts 6

The complaint of the Hellenists that their widows were being
neglected in the daily distribution of food led to a decision to add
additional leadership to the church. This resulted in expanded
ministry, which in turn facilitated even more growth, and even
many in the priesthood became Christians.

Growith from Persecution in Acts 8

Jesus had made it very clear that the apostles were to go from
Jerusalem to the ends of the earth, but they remained tn Jerusalen.
Finally, a persecution scattered the disciples throughout Judea and
Samaria. The disruption caused by this persecution led to substantial
growth, bringing into the church many from among those whom
Jewish Christians tended to look down on, the Samaritans.

Growth from Ministry on the Margins in Acts i1

Also, as a result of this persecution, some of the Gentile converts
to Judaism, who later became Christians, started sharing the faith
directly with other Gentiles without requiring them to observe
Judaison furst in order to become Chiristians. This ministry was a
surprise to the Jerusalem church but eventually became the
foundation for the mission to the Gentiles. What began on the
margins came to the center.

Growth from Insigrhts into Culture in Acts 1o and 15

Peter’s strategy, in ll[ifg]hnt of his lunnudl(erstaunudlihnvg of the g@s]pell as
being shaped by the ceremonial practices of Judaism, would never
have taken him to the Samaritans or to Cornelius. God intervened to
(dl[ismqunt and reframe Peter’s luunudl@]rstaunudlfunug of gospeL allht]huonmg]hl for
some tiume, Peter still continued to sutmmgglhe witth fully accepting
Gentiles as fellow believers in Chirist.3

3 Van Gelder, C. (2004). Gospel and Our Culture View: Church Growth lacks a sufficient view of the
church, which hinders it from effectively engaging the culture. In P. E. Engle & G. L. MclIntosh (Eds.),
Evaluating the Church Growth Movement (pp. 92—-93). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
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KINDS OF GROWTH

When the concept of gf/ﬁ@\nvth s added to the word
church, the question is naturally asked, What kind of
glm\v\vt]hl?’ A church can experience several kinds of
growth, and most growing churches may experience
some growth in each category.

The first kind of growth is internal gTOWt'b,‘ which is
(q[IU[(c]l litative glm\wt]hl un the Word of God, the Lord, grace,
or spiritual maturity. This is also called the “spiritual
factors of church g]ﬂ@\v\vt]hu”

The second kind of growth is external growth, or
numerical gfjfowzth Numerical g]mow\wt]hl deals with
<g]F(O>\‘>\Vlt]hl in those qualities that can be obj ject ively
measured: attendance, menn bners]hquf O 1F(e,1r*lum<gsy b)al]P)ltflS]UﬂlSy
enrollment, and so on. This g]ﬁo)\wwt]hl relates to data that
are observable, measurable, and countable. Those who
strive for nunmerical glmow\vtt]hl withowt S@(eklumg splumutlumﬂl
growth are lumiting the effectiveness of theur ministry.

A third type of growth is biological growth. As
church members ]hlal\ve babies, the attendance fltgluumes of
the church swell.

A fourth kind of church growth is conversion growth.
This s sometimes called ““Jnnlalkihnlg sheep.” ]E\vannlgell[ismnl s
winning people to Christ and his church. If a church is
effectively reaching its conumnunity with the gospel,
this will also result tn a mumerical increase un the
church.
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Transfer growth is the fifth kind of church growth
experienced by many churches. Some object to this
kind of g]momvt]hl)\ (calllll[ilnlg it “sheep sltealll[ilnlg;"‘ but others
realize that mobility is increasingly a part of Western
society and prefer to call this kind of growth “funding
lost sheep.” Approximately 22 percent of Americans
move every year. The adjustments involved in a major
move make a person more receptive to (C]hh’dl]ﬂlg@&
iilnl(cl[1U[<dliiln1g a <c]hlaunlg‘<e un attitude. If a church is seritous
about reaching people, it should have a strategy for
]me(auc]huumg Churistians moving unto its conumumnity.

Expansion growth is yet another kind of growth
experienced by many churches. This sixth type of
glmwtlhl results tn a church bne(glununuumg another church
like themselves.

The seventh type of thh is extension growtb
This means a church bueglums a new ministry geared at
reaching another culture or ethnic group moving into
the commumity. In commumnities experiencing <c]hlaunug<6s
un ethnic character, churches are <dl<e;\vell<oqp>ihn1g strategies
that produce expansion and extension of g]ﬂo)\Wlt]hh This
type of church g]F(O)\V\Vlt]hl also applies to a church that
plants a church different from itself in a comnumity
that is different from the conummumity tn which the
planting church is located. This is truly cross-cultural
church pllaunut[i]nlg or cross-cultuoral e\vaunlgell[i&nnlﬂ

4 Towns, E. (2004). Effective Evangelism View: Church Growth effectively confronts and penetrates the
culture. In P. E. Engle & G. L. MclIntosh (Eds.), Evaluating the Church Growth Movement (pp. 44-45).
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
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The nature of [ iving t//zzli)mgf§ is to grow and reproduce themselves.
Therefore, the gro wih of the church is alwa ys to be expected, 1t]huonuug]h1
growth can occur for healthy or unhealthy reasons.

The fact that the nature of the church is to grow is the most
umportant biblical and theol (0)gii<cal principle of churrch g]ﬂO)Wlt]hl I say
biblical and [//71re'0//0gf/zrca/// rather than natural or pragimatic because this
fact is more than mere observation from nature. lt’s assumed 1t]humo>ug hi-
out Scripture. God’s creatures are to be fruitful and multiply.

Many of Jesus’ parables make sense only because of the vital
principle of g]ﬂO)Wlt]hl and reproduction built into God’s world—the
gtelrlnmihmantihoum of seeds, the g]ﬂo»\wt]hl of ]p)llaunutsy the expectation that 1Fii<g
trees will produce fruit, even the 1l<eal\\lteln1[i1nlg power of yeast. I Ires of
g]ﬁowth and reproduction can be used of evil and jud gonent, as well as
of ]FlUg]hllt(e)(O)lu[Slnl(e§§ “Thurust in thy sharp sickle, and gaut]hue]r the clusters
of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe” (Rev. 148 KJVv).

Thus, the main “secret” of church Qﬂm)\wt]hl is not the discovery of

methods or 1t(e‘<c]hunuuq ues to make the <c]huunr(c]h1 growW but rather those

biblical principles <0>F churrch vitality that are so much the focus of the

New Testament.
The “all-by-itself principle.” “A man scatters seed on the ground.

Nﬁ<g]h11t and day, whether he Sl[(e‘te‘]P)S or gets up, the seed sprouts and
LTOWS, lt]huonu[g h he does not know how. All by itself the soil produces

gral in—rfirst the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head”

( Mark 4: %6’—28\) It is innportant to note that this | para ble refers not in

the furst instance to 1t]h1<e chuorch but to the klumg(dhounnl of God. But the

]p)]f&]ﬂl@[i]pﬂl@ of life is the same. God has placed the power of life within

h\v ungr 1t]huun1<gf§ and “all by themselves” they Frow and Jﬁeplr(ONdhuuce if the

(C(O)]nldltltlL(O)]nlS are righit.

The church is a living thing and that its life is fundamentally
organic, or “biotic.” Often Church Growth lt]hlihmkiilmg has not paid
emuonutgh attention to this organic, biotic nature of the church and its
meaning for the nature of church life and reproduction.

This fact of a principle of life and reproduction within the church
reminds us also that the key issue is not gTOWtb but health. The issue
is not growing c hurches but ]hueallllt]hly churches. Healthy churches grOW
under normal circumstances; pl aununuunug for glm\wth is mot required if
the proper environment exists. Growth takes care of itself!
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Leaders nurture the g]ﬁo)\‘?\Vlt]hl and to twrn g]ﬂo)\\?\\’lt]hl unto ]ano;(dhunc[[]mg
“onuch fruie” (Johm 15:5, 8). If the primary focus is on growth rather
than health, however, an inversion of values & priorities takes place.
Growth can occur at the expense of health. Doctors know this is true
and watch for a whole range of p(azlth(o/lqgfxi'(e'§ tn which gflf(OJ\V\VIL’h is @ sign
of disease, from hormone imbalances to cancer. We can spot parallels
un the life of the church.

Doctors worry not only about disease but also about substances

that artificially speed up growith, such as certain kinds of steroids,
at the expense of overall health. Alien factors can be introduced into

the body of Christ that greatly increase growth but perniciously

uwndermine health and spiritual wholeness.

Focus on church health has its own ]pn"utifrcnlll[s)~ however. Furst, “health”
can be understood too therapeutically. It then becomes a damper on
genuine spiritual vitality, undercutting genuine worship and faithful
witness. Second, church health can focus too marrowly on the church
and mniss the fact that the church exists not for ttself but for God’s
miisston tn the world. A church may look vital and healthy—it may be
glmwii]mg and Jr(e]P)Jr(O)thUCfunug ttself, 1n11uur1t1umr[i1n1g tts own children, 1t<eauc]h1iiln1g
the Word, ]huel[]p)iilnlg people live 1U[]Pnriig]hnt lives—Dbut if it is not lbueaur[hmg
effective witness - its conception of health is far too narrow. It would
be like a family that is safe and healthy within its own home but that
is <dl<0)[ilnlg Jnuo»lt]hliilnlg to overcome the disease and pollution surround ungr
tt un the ll(aurgelf community.

Biblically understood, the church has life within it. Too muuch
church glm\wtlhl strategizing is like ex]huonmt[hmg a plant to grow, pl[auc[mg
tt un an artifictal environoment, gi\\l[ilnlg it artificial mutrients, S]hlaqpiilnlg Lt
artifictally and Jnnlannliqpnu[lhant[Umg s glm\wth into a grotesque hybrid form
of the church—irather than ll(eltlt[ilmg the church grow into the vine God
untends, s1udb)j|<e<01t to the nue e ing and pruoning that God lbnr[hmgsﬁ

> Snyder, H. (2004). Renewal View: Church Growth must be based on a biblical vision of the church as the
vital community of the kingdom of God. In P. E. Engle & G. L. MclIntosh (Eds.), Evaluating the Church
Growth Movement (pp. 213—-217). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
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Growth, however, is not the same thing as making disciples. Swelling
numbers is not a guarantee of growing disciples. It takes more than
1F|‘Hl1liilnlg a pew to be a disciple. Some have §u{g)ﬁgfe§/&ed that the only
healthy churches are the ones that are growing numerica lly. They

turther imply that if a church is not growing, it needs to changre.

In Revelation, John remarkably never mentions numerical growth
when he assesses the spirituality of the seven churches of Asia. He
says muuch, however, about their s]pihfiiltlumﬂl g]ﬁ@\\?\\’ltﬁ]hl)« theur works, their
love, and their faithfulness to the Lord and the truth. The healthy
churches were those remaining faiuchfful (dhu[]fiilnlg times of persecution,

and those who remained free from tmnmorality.

Having the largest congregation in the world is of little good if the

devil rumns it; and he will try! One of the ways he enters churches is by

the promise of numbers. The devil tempted Jesus with quick growth

if Jesus would junp off the pinnacle of the temple. Jesus declined and

pointed to a deeper spiritual truth.

L

The devil tempted Jesus with the world at His
feet if Jesus would merely bow down to hinn.
Jesus declined and pointed to the one true God.
We must be careful to assess the cost of chuorch

growth that is too quick and too easy. The cost

may be higher than we imagined. The Bible
doesn’t mandate “church g'rowth”; it mandates gospel preaching and
making disciples. The real disciples of Jesus are those who abide in the
word of God ((J[O]hl]ﬂl 8::3]{)),. who bear fruit ((11(0»28)),\ who love others as Christ
does (13:35), and who remain faithful to Him (6:63-66). It is better to

make one true (dliisciipllte than add 100 to a (C(O)lnuglregant[‘uonnl rumn by Satan.

This is not to approve laziness and a lack of evangelistic fervor; it is to
point out that numbers are not necessarily the proof of God’s blessing-.
Jeremiah preached 4o years with little success. God did not honor hinn

for his numerical success but for his faithfulness.
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We might be mumerically successful with a watered-down gospel, but

a_watered-down gospel does not make disciples who will die for the

faith. If we compromise our message to get large numbers, we will

have to compromise even more to keep those numbers. In the end

ourr faith will become worldly, insipid, irrelevant and ineffectual.

Jesus did not compromise or waver on the things that mattered. He
held firm to the hard line. The Lord meant what He 1ta1ug]hut\\ He did not
take back what He said when the tide of public opinion turned against
Hion. Our Savior said, “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his
own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters,
yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. Whoever does
not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple”
(Luke 14:26-27).

At one point Jesus taught His disciples a very difficult thing. They
asked, “[W]ho can listen to it?” (John 6:61) Jesus was conscious of their
grrumbling and asked them, “Does this cause you to stumble?” Jesus

knew that some of the people there simply did not believe Himn.

To be ashamed of what Jesus teaches is to cut yourself off from hope
of life. As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew, and were not
walking with Him anymore. Jesus said therefore to the twelve, “You
do not want to go away also, do you?” Sumon Peter answered Hinn,
“Lord, to whom shall we o? You have words of eternal life. And we
have believed and have come to kmow that You are the Holy Omne of
God” (vv. 66-69). There simply is no substitute for the gospel message;
only it has the words of eternal life. To be ashamed of the words of
Jesus is to cut oneself off from the blessing's of the Lord.

When the people left, Jesus did not trip all over Himself trying to get
them to come back. He did not take back His message iun order to et
or keep the numbers. He did not aquoﬂhog[i%& He did not reduce His
standards in order to give more people opportunity. He let them go.

Sanders, Phil. Adrift: Postmodernism un the Church.
Gospel Advocate Company. Kindle Edition.
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ITLL BE A RADIGALLY
NEW CHRISTIAN

Church Growth: By Gospel or By Gimmicks?

Is the gospel still sufficient for church growth? Are

modern gimmicks necessary to attract bigger crowds?
By Wayne Jackson | Christian Courier

On the first Pentecost following the resurrection of the
Lord, the church of Christ exploded in to existence.

Under the supernatural influence of the Holy Spirit, the
apostles, for the very first time, proclaimed the full facts of
the gospel message—namely, that Jesus of Nazareth had
been crucified and buried, but that he had been raised
from the dead and was now in heaven.
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When the Jews who were assembled on that auspicious
occasion heard these glad tidings, they exclaimed: “What
shall we do?”, expressing an interest in obtaining pardon
for their complicity in death of the Messiah. The inspired
response was: “Repent and be baptized, every one of you,
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).

We are subsequently informed that those who happily
embraced the apostolic message were immersed, and
“there were added in that day about three thousand souls”
(2:41). Since the Greek text is a bit ambiguous here, it
cannot be affirmed absolutely that the entire 3,000 were
immersed that day.

Be that as it may, the church was off to a roaring start.

In fact, the body of the saved grew “day by day” (2:47).
Within a very short time, the number of men alone was
about 5,000 (Acts 4:4). It is a thrilling exercise to trace the
amazing growth of the primitive church as that expansion
is revealed in the book of Acts. It has been estimated that
by the end of the second century A.D., those professing
Christianity in the Roman empire numbered some sixty
million souls (Hurlbut, 68). Whether many of these were
genuine Christians might be questioned. Nevertheless, it
Is beyond dispute that the early church experienced a
phenomenal growth.
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As one reflects upon the rapid spread of the gospel in
the apostolic era and compares that excitement with the
almost snail-like pace of the current church (at least as it
Is in America), one is bound to wonder: “What are we
doing wrong?” “Why isn't Christianity growing today as
it did in the 1st century?” We fervently long to see the
church dramatically expand today. What on earth can
we do to remedy this situation?

It is at this point that a certain disposition develops in
some—that almost borders on panic. We're so desperate
to see the church move forward with great momentum
that we become vulnerable to high pressure tactics and
bizarre methods of evangelism; methods that actually

do not effect genuine church growth. They are, in fact,
harmful. Ultimately, they leave us disillusioned and in a
state of disarray. Perhaps it would not be inappropriate
to illustrate this point with a couple of current examples.

Modern Examples of Church Growth Gimmickry

Several years ago, a number of congregations that sensed
a greater need for evangelistic fervor became enchanted
with a fad known as the “Crossroads Movement.” Without
going into detail, it is sufficient to note that this movement
boasted of a tremendous number of conversions, which
naturally made it appealing.
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What many failed to recognize, however, was that this
concept was a humanly devised regimented bondage
system of church growth which robbed its devotees of
both personal and evangelistic liberty in several ways.

In many respects it was similar to the Watchtower system
in its methodology. Its destructive thrust of misquided zeal
was revealed in the fruit it produced—scores of churches
were left in shambles!

Another ideology in vogue these days is the “ministering-
to-the-whole-man” concept. It is really the subtle notion
that the gospel is not intriguing enough to capture the
honest person’s attention. We need more—some new
angle—to elicit public interest. Hence, some churches are
implementing multifaceted programs which provide a
variety of community services. One can read of churches
offering exercise classes, weight-loss clinics, art sessions,
community movies, sports activities, etc. Such programs
are designed to serve as “bait” for the gospel.

There are two observations that can be made concerning
such matters. First, there is not the remotest indication
that the original disciples, under the leadership of inspired
teachers, resorted to this type of gimmickry in an attempt
to facilitate the spread of Christ's message.
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Second, it has become painfully apparent that the “gospel”
these groups are preaching is but a thin veneer of truth.
Sound doctrine has been filtered out, and a denomination
is being evolved. Some of these brethren obviously mean
well, but their ignorance is rendering a great disservice to
the cause of Christ.

What Is the Solution to Church Growth?

What, then, is the solution to our growth problems? We
believe that the matter can be addressed as follows.

First, there is certainly no denying the fact that we have
fallen far short of the “evangelistic zeal” that we should
have. We have snuggled down with a comfortable
Christianity. We must rekindle a passion for the lost!

Second, the idea has been advocated in some sectors
that God will not hold accountable those who are never
exposed to the gospel. Allegedly, they will be judged
simply by whatever “light” they possess. It hardly seems
necessary to observe that such a concept is totally at
variance with the New Testament, and it can do nothing
but retard church growth. Nevertheless, it has made an
impact upon the thinking of some.
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Third, a disposition that is sympathetic to sectarianism has
invaded the mentality of many church members in recent
years. Some are just not sure whether people outside the
church are lost or not—provided they are somewhat or
nominally “religious.” When this type of attitude sets in,
the spirit of evangelism dies.

That aside, however, we absolutely must recognize that
there will never be another Pentecost! We must be aware
of the fact that the unique conditions which existed at the
time of the church’s birth will never be duplicated. It is
highly unlikely that the body of Christ will ever again
experience the rapid growth rate which early Christians
witnessed. This is not resigned fatalism; it is informed
realism.

In eras of great ease, the people waxed fat and ignored
God. In times of rigor, the tendency was to look upward
for divine assistance. This has been illustrated even in our
own nation. The church probably grew more vigorously
back in the 1930's depression era than at any time since.

Social and economic factors can either facilitate or hinder
the acceptance of the gospel. There is a contrast between
the generally impoverished first century Mediterranean
world, and the sleek environment of modern America.

Hurlbut, Jesse Lyman. The Story of the Christian Church. Philadelphia: John C.
Winston Co.
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Christians in the Roman Empire
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The early church increased in number dramatically in a relatively short period
of time for a variety of reasons. Yet, one reason for the rapidly expanding
first-century church often gets ignored in today's shallow, hetter-felt-than-de-
fended religious environment: the early Christians’ commitment to apologetics.
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m pIe[OF N NI\WARVENEISESSIAPOLOGETICSFAITH AND REASON

The Causes of The Early Church Growth

The early church QIrew SO ) aupnudlll\v because the APOSi tles,

(e\vaunugﬂellltsts and early (C]hI]FlLSIULal]ﬂlS Were courageous unt

their comstant teaching and preaching of 1t]hue Word of
God. The Christians increased in mumber because they

put a priority on souls and eternal salvation rather than

upon materialism and temporary, earthly matters.

Despite negative peer pressure, poverty, persecution,

the early church grew because so many dl[isc[i]p)lles were

conmumitted (( lunudllL\\IlL(dllU[allHl\v and <c<0)llll<e<c1tlL\V<ell\v\) to 1t<elUllunugF the
world that 1t]h1<e Savior, the 1p>1r‘<onnnutse<dl Messuah had (dlluedl

and risen from the dead, aunudl ‘comumands all men

everywhere to repent” (Acts 19:20).
1L \ V4

They were a praying and preaching people who would
not be stoppecl In fact, for so mamny early Christians,
death was the only thing that would keep them from
spreading the Good News of Jesus. lronically, it was the
death of Stephen and the great persecution that arose
against the Jerusalem church which actually assisted in
the splreaudl of the <Gr<o>§]p>el[ un Judea, Samaria, Phoenicia,
Cyprus, and other places around the world (Acts 8:1-4).
The Acts of the Apostles could be titled Acts of the
A]puoﬂl(ogislt& for what the apostles and early disciples
did 1t]hur<onurg]huonm1t the book of Acts was repeatedly give
rational defenses of the Christian faith. — Eric Lyons,

A P(O’//Of retics Press


https://apologeticspress.org/category/doctrinal-matters/
https://apologeticspress.org/category/doctrinal-matters/apologetics/
https://apologeticspress.org/category/doctrinal-matters/faith-and-reason/
https://apologeticspress.org/publication/reason-revelation/
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Guardian of Truth Magazine @ Church Growth

Two short parables that have to do with ]kiilnlgd(onnm glm\wtt]hl are
found in Matthew 13:31-33. “The kingdom of heaven is like to
a grain of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed un his
field. Which ts indeed the least of all seeds, but when it is
grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becomes a tree,

so that the burds of the aur come and 1(o>(dl<ge un the branches
thereof. Another para ble spake he wnto them. The klumgdl(ounm
of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took and hid

un three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.”

Perhaps the Lord is suggesting that the kihmgdl(onnm (((c]huunr(c]hl))
enjoys two kinds of growth — external and internal. The
king-dom was (and is) produced by seed — the word of God
(Luke 8:i; 1 Pet. 1:23). From a small beginning on the Day of
Pentecost ((A(Clt§ 2)),~ the church oIrew uneil, tna few years,
there were churches of Christ in every major city of the
Roman Empire. We are reminded of the prophecy found
un Daniel 2. The stone cut without hands, became a great
mounitaun and filled the whole earth. This was the kind of
growth symbolized by the mustard seed — growth that
could readily be seen.

Leaven produces g]F(O)\\\Vlt]hl of a different nature. ]D><onmg]h1 rises
and may even overflow the contautner, but the leaven is
W(onrkiilnlg on the utnside. As each citizen un the ]l\(ftln1g<dl(o>lnn1 feeds
on the milk and meat of the word, strength builds (1st Peter
2:2; 2nd Peter 318). Both kinds of growth are essential. External
g]ﬂonv\wt]hl means that souls are 1b><e[i1n1<g saved, and unternal glm\v\vt]hl
means that the spiritual vitality necessary to Christian llii\v[i]nlg
s <dl(e\vell(o>lp>ihmgé
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When local church g]ﬂo\wt]hl ts under consideration, there are
other curcumstances tnvolved. There are some congregations
that have gTOWN rap tdly tn nuonbers, but with conversions few
and far between. Because of theur location un (dl<e\vell<o>]p>iiln1g areas,
they have been able to profit from preaching and teaching of
others. There are churches that have experienced wnusual
glm\wth un size because of serious tnternal difficulties un other
congregations. Also, over the years all of us have known of
local churches that have determined to growW at the expense
of other faithful churches of Christ. Often this is referred to

as ““S]hue;(ep steallilmg:”“ Another means of glm\wilmg,‘ some churches
have learned, is to tolerate sin. A local church Jnnlig]hllt acquire a
reputation of being the place to go if you are involved in an
adulterous Jnnlalmriag(e or soclal drink. Then, some churches of
Christ have learned from ouwr denominational 1nuel‘ig]hllb><onr§ that a
lot of people like to have their sensual alplp)@ltli tes satisfied. And
so they build kitchens and install recreational equipment, bus
young people to amusement parks, build “family life <C(elnut(elrs,f"
and on and on. Now, one of the latest fads to attract attention
is to always to be positive. The statement, “Churches don’t
grow on negative ]p>1r(eal(c]h1i1n1g” can be heard in some quarters.

We rejoice over every sinner that is led to the Lamb of God.

There is no other way that God’s universal kingdon can grow

unLnuonber. There is no other way that the “little stome” can

become a “grreat mnown taun and fill the whole earth.” Likewise,

we thank Gnowdl for the QF]ﬂO)\V\Vlt]hl ‘Unt grace and in kmuowlledlgﬂe of
God’s peoy p)lle But at lt]hue same time, we need to be cautious of
Placmg emphas is on numbers. It can lead to compromis ing
the truth, stealing sheep, embracing false doctrine, involving
the church im unauthorized activities, and failing to plainly
and forcefully condemn sin.
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AT THE NEXUS OF GRACE % GLORY

LY

Five Steps For Saving:

« HEARING:

e Romans 10: 17; Matthew 7: 24 - 27
 BELIEVING:

* Hebrews 11: 6; Mark 16: 15, 16

« REPENTING:

e Acts 2: 38;17:30; Luke 13:3

e CONFESSING:

 Matthew 10: 32, 33; Acts 8: 36, 37
 BAPTISM:

 Romans 6: 3—5; Acts 8: 36 —38

O Tiat 11 Be Gla

O that will be gloryqfanm@eugrace,
Faity Eedngy Glory for me, glory for me;

When by His grace | shall look on His face,

_ That will be glory, be glory for me.
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