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SOCIAL MEDIA & THE EYOLUTION OF SIIN

by David L.ee Burris
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/CkMh6xdJNeM?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/2xdBhtvbkWU?feature=oembed
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[.La Vista Church of Christ
The Christian and Social Media

" Whoever restrains his words has knowledge, and he who has
a cool splrit is a mmaimn of /U//md/(e//“bq/aaumd/i‘/mg" ((]P)Jmowe]rlb)s 117/:27/)¢

Some Good Rules We Wanted To Share:

o Be careful before you hit send ((][ ames 1:1Q; Proverbs 10:19; Jlﬁ::’z))~~

Could your message be taken the wrong way? Does this need
to be ]L(te]pnt ]P)]Fii\\fallt(e?’ Will it needlessly offend someone?
« Don't vent anger ((]Lannnues 1:19-20; Ephesians 4:26-27; Proverbs

I4:20; 2g:11). Don’t air family problems online. If you are angiry
at someone, go speak to them personally. The rest of us do
not need to know.

e Never lie ((]E]p>]h1<esfta11n1§ 4:25; Colossians z:9-10; Revelation 211::8)}
And embellishiment is the same as lly[‘umgo

e Do not glhouriify self ((M(autlt]hue\w 65, 7, 165 Proverbs 25:27; 2(6):1112)}
Hide the (g@@(dl you do. Advertise what is done for you. Give
gll(onry to God instead.

e Watch out for 1unn1g<owdllly unfluences ((][ Coriunthians 15:zz: 1

Timothy 2:6-18; 1l Peter 2::118=2<o>))¢ Beware of worldly ideas,

false teaching, filthy language, dirty jokes, and gossip.
e Don't let this become an addiction ((][ Corinthians r6»::112))\\ It

can easily take over your life if you're not careful.
« Protect your marriage ((]P>Jr<0)\\/<elrlb)§ 7/::§=27/>)¢ The American

Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers says 81 percent of its
members have used or faced evidence taken from social
networking sites in the past five years.

e Use social network to God's glhonry ((Maur]k 16:15; Ephesians

4:20; Colossians 4:6; Matthew ﬁ::]l4L=]U6»>)¢ There are so many
positive ways we can use this new media. Let's use it to
advance God's cause, not the Devil's.


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2017.27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.19-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2010.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Proverbs%2015.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.19-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.26-27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2014.29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2014.29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Proverbs%2029.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%203.9-10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2021.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%206.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%206.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%206.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2025.27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Proverbs%2026.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.33
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%202.16-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%202.16-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%202.18-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%206.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%207.5-27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2016.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%204.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%205.14-16
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The Chiristian Research Jounrmnal
- “Understanding Social Media”

Under standing Social Media
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by Douglas Groothuis

FACEBOOK, THEOLOGY, AND THE NATURE OF TECHNOLOGY
Radical new patterns of internet association have emerged. (1) There
is a force that is capable of synchronizing a large population in very
little time, thereby creating spontaneous order. (2) This spontaneous
order can generate outcomes that are entirely new and unpredictable.
(3) These unpredictable outcomes require the affected population to
adapt their behavior to more adequately live within the new type

spontaneously generated order.
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SOME BASIC CAUTIONS

Facebook and related social media tend to foster the overexposure of
the underdeveloped self by 1Faucﬁ1lii1tantii1n1g the mass distribution of text
and umnages related to oneself. The problem is that one may expose a
self that s not mature (emuonmg]hl for that exposure. As the Book of
Proverbs so often says, the wise hold their peace, but fools proclaim
theur tolly:.

One should choose confidants carefully (see Ps. 1). Some aspects of
one’s life should be concealed. There is much folly, frivolity, and
triviality in social networking. Not everyone should get to know
everything about everyone. While secrecy wrongly conceals vices

or wrongdoing, confidentiality is prudent because it shields things
that need to be kept out of view. Social networking makes the broad
distribution of text and image virtually effortless, and many lack the
discretion required to hold their peace.

One should also be careful of gossip. Given the nature of Facebook,
gossip can spread very rapidly and widely. Gossip can be defined as
repeating unfavorable things about people without a good reason.
Biblically wnderstood, gossip is sinful and should be repented of. Some
of the statements may be true, but they are unedifying and without
constructive purpose. Paul includes gossip in several of his “sin lists,”
putting it alongside adultery, murder, and so on (Romans 1:29; Second
Corinthians 12:20).

Moreover, there is a time to retreat from words entirely, as the
Preacher of Ecclestastes warns: “The more the words, the less the
meaning, and how does that profit anyone?” (Eccl. 6:1; see also 5:1-2).
The same is true for images. Many Facebook users recklessly post

ph@1t<onglmqp>]h1§ of themselves in tmmodest and/or narcissistic poses.
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Even tnnocent ]P)]huo1t(0)glra]p]h1s may be misunderstood tg’[l\\/<eln1 the often-
.annnﬂb>iig1uuonws nature of the iilnnlavg(ex Facebook comuments and iilnnlavg(es have
come back to haunt their authors, as when potential employers assess

the Facebook pages of those they are <C(0)1n1§[i<d[e]r[i1n1g ]hlfL]FfL]ﬂlg’o

What is called social media may become profoundly antisocial.
Some who are inumersed in social media prefer such media
over face-to-face encounters. This furthers the 1t(e(c]hunu0)ll(o>gfucalll
problem of “the absent present”: alllt]huonmg]h one may be 1r[ig]hnt

next to you, they are immersed in their cell phone.

Both the apostle Paul and the apostle John longed to be physically
with the people to whom they wrote their Epistles. Consider the
words of Paul as he began to pen the Book of Romans: “I long to see
you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you
strong-that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each
other’s faith” (Rom. ru-12). Although Paul was writing some of the
most profound theology imaginable, he still desired to be together
with those in the Roman church. The apostle John affirmed the sane:
“I have much to write to you, but I do not want to use paper and ink.
Instead, I hope to visit you and talk with you face to face, so that our

joy may be complete” (2 John 12; see also 3 Johmn 13-14).

SOCIAL MEDIA: LIMITS AND POSSIBILITIES

Social media provide fast, fau'-reachhng, and free interaction with a

hurge number of ]peo]ple. Yet we should not become intoxicated with

this rapidlv ex]panding and easily addicting social world. While it

offers the benefits of interaction with those outside of our genelral

vicinity and can be used to commumicate the truth in love (Eph. 4:15),

it lacks sigmificant elements of meaningful friendship that are found

only t]hrough more embodied interactions.




Page 8 of 32

Speculation is nearly inseparable from gossip.

I

Is it a dirty mind or, less balefully, a merely curious one
that unvites such speculation? Encountering
unconventional or ambiguous behavior, one naturally
seeks an explanation for it. The search often requires
]klnuowll(e(dlge of facts that are unavailable, which leaves one
]hlal\v{i]nlg to settle for speculation about these wnknown
facts.

Curiosity—"one of the lowest of the humnan faculties,"
E. M. Forster said—more often than not trumps honor,
and does so most frequently in the form of gossip, which
un tuoent ts ready to betray secrets, curculate slander, and
violate privacy, all to satisfy the beast of curiosity.

At any sophisticated level, curiosity operates under the
assumption that appearances and reality are usually very
different, and gossip, often with the aid of (dlauriilmg
speculation, sets out to fill in the discrepancy between
the two. Sometimes it does so accurately, sometimes
mistakenly yet charmingly, and sometumes meanly and
disastrously. But whatever its tntentiomn, whatever its
subtlety or want of subtlety, whatever its effect, whether
it issues out of envy or voyeurism, revenge or the desire
to entertaun friends, Qoss ip will mot be SlU[]P)]P)]ﬁE‘)SStE‘)(dL !

L Epstein, J. (2011). Gossip: the untrivial pursuit. New York, NY: Mariner Books.



https://ref.ly/logosres/9780547577210?art=r15&off=8242&ctx=+understand+them.%22%0a+~Speculation+is+nearl

Page 9 of 32

The distinction between gossip and rumors is that the
latter are more often about incidents, events, supposed
happenings, or things that are ahout to happen to
people, and generally not ahout the current or past
conduct of people; rumor tends to he unsubstantiated,
events or incidents whose truth is still in the realm of
speculation.

Cass Sunstein, in his én Rumors, writes that rumors
“reier roughly to claims oi faci—about people,
groups, events, and institutions—that haven’t been
shown to be true, but that move irom one person to
another, and have credibility not because direct
evidence is known to support them, but because
other people seem to believe them."

Compared to gossip, rumors are also less speciiic,
more general, more diffuse, less personal in content
and in the manner in which they are disseminated.
Rumors can lead to 90ssip, and g0ssip can reiniorce
rumors. But gossip is particular, told to a carefully
chosen audience, and is specifically information
ahout other people.>

2 Epstein, J. (2011). Gossip: the untrivial pursuit. New York, NY: Mariner Books.



https://ref.ly/logosres/9780547577210?art=r8&off=160&ctx=+Golden+Notebook%0a%C2%A0+%0a~CONSIDER+GOSSIP+IN+i
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Runnnors vs. Goss [i][)

Rumnors are pieces of information or a story that hasn’t been verified.
What this means, is that the persomn 1tell1lihn1g the story does not know
for certain if it is true or not. Most of the tume, ]Pne;(O)]PJl(e who §]p>1r(e~audl
runnors do not bother to determine if there is any truth to what they
are say[‘umge

Typically, rumors are spread from person to person and can
change slightly each time they are told. As a result, they can
become exaggerated and altered over time.

Rummnors can involve just about any topic and often run the granuut.
Gossip is slightly different from a rumor. Usually, gossip involves a
juicy detail of some sort, which means the tnformation is s]huo;(c]l\{ihnlg or
personal. What’s more, gossip is usually spread behind a person’s back

and can be very hurtful.

Gossip usually tnvolves love, Jr(ellanti[(ounlslhlﬁ]p& sex, and other issues that
people usually do not talk about publicly. Additionally, gossip alimost
always causes pain and humiliation for the person it is about. People
share gossip without any 1t]h1<onmg]hnt of how it Jnnliig]hnt umpact the person
it s abowurt.

Rumors

+ Unverified pieces of information

 Often involves speculation

« Unknown if information is true

« May change slightly as retold

+ Information usually not harmful to another person
Gossip

+ Juicy or scandalous story

+ Hurtful for another person

« Umnknown if information is true

+ Usually involves things not discussed publicly

« May humiliate the person it's about

-Verywell


https://apologeticspress.org/people/ap-staff/
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(@SINSINNNEBAAINE MORALITY / VIR TUIE

Young children often play a grame called “Gossip.” The rules to the
gAME Are VEry s |unn1p le. Several ]P><e<o>pl e get un a curcle or a §1t1rauvg]hut line.
The person at the bnegtununuumg of the circle or line thinks of a sentence
like, “The red horse fell into the water.” That person whispers the
sentence into the ear of the person next to him. He cannot repeat the
sentence once he whispers it, and he nmust speak very softly. The next
person in line listens carefully and then whispers the sentence she
heard into the ear of the person next to her. After the sentence has
gone lt]humonu[g]hl every person in the line or circle, the last person
repeats the sentence as he thinks he heard it.

Almost every time, the sentence at the end of the game is not the
same one that was whispered at the bﬂeglununuunvg The grammie does a go(o»(dl
job of s]huownumg that words and sentences often can get con fused when
they are passed from one person to another. In a similar way, gossip
often gets passed around so much that the facts gelt lost. Many tunnes,
the end of the ¢ ‘grossip train” is full of false, (dlallnnlalgltlnl<g unfornartion.

It ts difficult for us to realize all of the heartache and sorrow gossip
can cause. Sp]meaudlihmg unkind & wnnecessary comments about people
(whether they are true or false) can destroy friendships, families, and
the fellowship we have with our brothers and sisters in Christ. The
Bible says that “a whisperer [gossiper]| separates the best of friends”
(Proverbs 16:28). In 1st Timothy 5:3, Paul wrote about those widows
who practiced gossiping, saying: “And besides they learn to be idle,
\waunudlelrihnlg about from house to house, and not only idle but also
gossips and busybodies, saying things which they ought not.” If we
are not careful, we may find ourselves fglunilhty of this same kind of
W]ﬁonmgdl(odilmg Keep in mind words of the wise man: “A wholesome
tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit”
(Proverbs 15:4). — AP STAFF


https://apologeticspress.org/kids-category/christian-living/
https://apologeticspress.org/kids-category/morality-virtue/
https://apologeticspress.org/people/ap-staff/
https://apologeticspress.org/people/ap-staff/
https://apologeticspress.org/people/ap-staff/
https://apologeticspress.org/people/ap-staff/
https://apologeticspress.org/people/ap-staff/
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We must not just be faithiul to the facts;
we must be faithiul #Z#rthe iacts.

We must use them in faithiul ways ii we are
10 be true people and thus speak the truth
In love.

GOSSID IS false speech, even If it IS factually
correct, hecause it is not being iaithiul to
my neighbor.

The biblical concept of truth, then, IS more
than iactual correctness, but not less.

Faithiulness to the facts is a necessary but
not a suificient condition oi biblical truth.
— Touchstone Magazine



Gossip Has A Life Cycle
THE LIFE CY&IE"0E
. -\

7L S

Oak Grove Church ofm

_
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The ]B%eg[hnum[hmg of G(O)ssftp

When Gossip is for Entertainment Purposes

. ]P’]hl[Ulii]lp)]lp)ﬁann@ 4:8

When Gossip is Used to Build up One’s Own Ego

We must strive that when we speaﬂl\( about others it is
not to make ourselves appear better than themnn.

« Proverbs 12:19-10; 24:28; 29:2

When Gossip is Used To Seek Revenge

. Matthew 18:&s

The one who g‘OSSILPS would rather et s<o>1nn1<elt]h1fumg on
the other person un order to have revenge.

It is Gossip when we Tell or Listen out of Spite

We don’t like someone, so we’d rather tell or listen to
somieone out of spfut& We need to learn that our actions
show our true intentions.

« Proverbs 10:18; 15:1-2; 26:10-17

It’s Gossip when Talk of Others Is due To Idleness

. 1 Tumothy su%



https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Phil%204.8
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Prov%2012.17-19
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2018.15
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Prov%2010.18
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Tim%205.13

Page 15 of 32

Some think they are being newsy, when in fact they
are 1bue[llnl<g nosy. They think they are passing tioe, bt
rather, they are wasting time, their own and the one
who is listening.

The Middle of (Gr<o>ssiip

Gossip never stays where it starts.

Gossip perpetuates lies that ought to have died. The

1LY 1L 1

nnajority of rumnors are usually false. Anything that’s

repeated several times is often distorted. We showuld

disallow huoetful rumnors so that it will die.

« Proverbs 1z:5: 19:4; 2019

When we participate in ruining someone’s g@)@d name -
we assassinate their character & take away their riches.
Gossip not only ruins a person. It may take a lifetine
to build a reputation that is gonode But, one rumor, one
piece of grossip, can tear down that reputation.

. Proverbs 22:1

Gossip is typically one-sided.

« Proverbs 18:15

We need to be open to the other side of the story.


https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Prov%2017.4
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Prov%2022.1
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Prov%2018.17
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Gossip shows a 1acking of love.

o James z:7-12

One can’t smear someone and say you love thenn.
Gossip ruins friendship & fellowship.

. Proverbs 16:28

The End of (Gr<o>ssiip

Where does gossip end? It ends only if we stop it!
We can stop it by exposing the gossiper!

- Proverbs 10:31; 295
We can end gossip by demanding proof!

1 Thessalonians 5:21-22

We ought to demand proof. The telling of an ugly story
is like signing a check. If it fails, you are required to
prove paymnient.

- Proverbs 17:4
If all would quit hearing gossip, then it would stop!

. 2 Corinthians 13:1


https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/James%203.7-12
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Prov%2016.28
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Questions to Ask Yourself Before Accusing

. Were you and I witness?

. Are you \Wfdllliilnlg to assume responsibility for
the lt]hlfumgs your say?

. Are you able to ]p]r“(o\v{hdl(e ]Pur(oxodf?

. Can you ]P>1r<o>\\/[i<dl<e witnesses?

. Camn you corroborate what you are saying?

- Can you assume the person innocent until
proven gludilllty

. Are you W[HHUUnLg to allow the person to defend
themselves?

. Are you gludi(dledl by the g<o>1l<dle]n1 rule?

- Have you endeavored to rescue the person
that you are accusing?

All of these lt]hlfunlgg are what we need to consider
before we tell s<o>1nn1<e~1t]h1fun1g about another person.
We need to remember that our words are an index
of our character.
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How Gossip Spreads

—d

al Networks

How many different types of people should we hear a piece
of information from before we start sharing it as a true fact?

@
[|=|L.
)

n Soc:

@2

Researchers studying spread of infectious diseases and
transmission of information have developed a model that
elucidates the reasons why some news propagates through
social networks before there is time to corroborate the facts.

Laura P. Schaposnik, associate professor of mathematics at
the University of Illinois at Chicago and corresponding
author on the paper, wanted to show how one could advise
people about believing gossip and when to transmit
something heard from others.

“We show that if you require different types of people to tell
you something before you start asserting it as fact, then the
propagation of the story will be much slower. If a person
heard and believed gossip from any three people, regardless
of type, then most often the gossip would quickly propagate
to the whole social network.

“On the other hand, if one required a rumor to be heard from
at least three different types of people before it could spread,
then the gossip would need to be initially believed by 250
people for it to spread to half the society or more,” she said.

— IC ’T(O)(dl(aly
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Why Do We Gossip?

This list should, howewver, gii\ve you solmne [Unls[ig]hut
and lunnudl(e;lrstaunudlfunug as to why an undividual Jnnlftg‘]hnt
]L(]ﬂl(O)\\AViilnlglly or 1unm]L<1nuo>\v\vfumglly use the weapon of
gossip and criticism to attack another person.

Alnger

The emotion of anger can be fueled by any number of
sttuations. Once someone allows anger to consuimne T,
all else seems [Unlsiiglmidﬁi(caumté Relationships, appearances,
what others think or say—all becone duminished un the
explosion of anger. Anyone who is overcome by the
intensity of rage mo longer thinks logically. He enters
the affective realm (emotional state) and does not
operate in the cogmitive realon (thinking state). All of ws
find it conumon to say and do 1t]h1ihn1gs that later we wish
we had not said or done. Yet the Bible says, “Let all
bitterness, wirath, anger, clamor, and ewvil S]Pxealkﬁ]nlg be purt
away from you, with all malice” (Ephesians 4:31).
Bitterness

When someone reacts owut of personal hurt and
rejection, the area of bitterness is unvolved ((see Ephesians
4:31 above). Acts 8:23 gives us insight: “For I see that you
are ]P><o>iis<o>1nue<dl by bitterness.” Bitterness can easily lead to
a desire for payback. “I want to get back at them for what
they did” or “I'll get even” become common phrases in
the munds of bitter ]Pne(oqp)lhex In other words, revengre.
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Mocking

Evil reports may be motivated by a spirit of mockery,
Jnnlalkiilnlg fumn of others or putting people down. “Do not be
deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows,
that he will also reap” ((Gralllant[iaums (6)::7/>)¢ Someone who mocks
others is causing tnjury or pain to them emotionally. The
mnuo><c]k[hn1g spirit was found in the Pharisees and in the
enemies of Israel and is in the world today. The Bible says
that those who sow 1nn1<o><c]l\<iilnlg words tnto the world, unto
Jr*(e,\l[:ant[i(onnls]hliipsy willl find that sanme spirit 1r<eaqp><e<dl un themnn.
Deceit

It becomes commonplace for deceitful people to
believe that giving an evil report is perfectly acceptable.
They convince themselves that others deserve whatever
fate befalls them and that it is okay to help fate along.
“For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil
thoughts . .. wickedness, deceit” (Mark 7:21—22). Deceit is

like a blinder—the kind that horses may need to wear to
keep their focus forward or in one direction. Those
caught by deception can see only one way: their way.
This leads to ][']ﬂl[[SlU[]ﬂUdl(E‘)][’Sltfcll]ﬂl(dlfL]ﬂl‘g} stubbornness, and a
refusal to learn and to be teachable.
Envy

Jealousy and envy have at their roots a desire for what
other people have in their lives. God has blessed each one
of us. Amyone who feels shortchanged need only ask the
Lord to reveal those precious grems he does not see un his
own life. He does not realize that there is probably
someone who feels envious of his talents.
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How odd that people spend so much time and energy
coveting what is mot theirs and so little tume and energy
cultivating what is given to them by God! No one needs
what others have; rather, we all need to appreciate what
God has given ws. “A sound heart is life to the body, but
envy is rottenness to the bones” (Proverbs 14:30). Don’t
covet! Cultivate!

Self-seeking

When a person’s owi ]pnr[i(ourfut[‘ue;g,~ own desures, owin wants,
and own ambitions become more inportant than seeking
God’s direction, he or she has become self-absorbed amnd
self-seeking. Inevitably, those decisions do not prove to
be fruitful. When my will prevails, no one knows how it
will turn out. “For where envy and self-seeking exist,
confusion and every evil thing are there” (James 316,

(e‘][]ﬂl]P)]hlalS s a(dl(dle(dl)y
Guilt

When someone attempts to J]lU[SltiUFy past actions,
mistakes, and attitudes, he can be motivated by gluﬂilllt to
grive amn evil report. It is apparent that he has made an
error, but he is 1U[1n1\\>\VUUl[Un1g to admit the mistake. Rather,
he covers it up by slandering another person. He cannot
recogmnize that everyone makes mistakes—including
hion. We all are sinners saved by grace. “For whoever shall
keep the whole law, and yet stunnble o one pount, he is
guiley of all” (James 210, emphasis added). The only
recourse is to start over. In life those plagued by guilt
must ask for 1F<onrg[i\v<elnuess and 1b><e<gihn1 to rebuilld the
relationship agrain.



Page 22 of 32

Offenses

Being offended and ]huoﬂ[(dl[‘umg un huores and bitterness will
lead to evil speaking. Truly, if someone becomes wpset
with another and offended, it becomes his or her sun.
There is no place for 1b><e<c<onnm[hn1g offended. Offenses
separate us from God. “Woe to the world because of
oftenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by
whom the offense comes! (Matthew 18:7).

Rebellion

Sll[qppiilmg into rebellion makes it easy to justify an
independent spirit. Someone who has violated the Holy
Spirit and His intent for his life can either repent or
rebel. Unfortunately, there are those who choose
rebellion. A(C(C<O)]F(dlfllnlg to ]pue;(oqplle un rebellion, laws, rules,
and gluuudl(elhunues are for others. Rebels violate people
verbally, physically, and emotionally. Be careful:
Rebellion is a sinister companion, and it can turn a kund,
gelnntlle spirit into one that is cruel and insensitive.

Pride

The motivation of ]pnr[[(dle leads to self-exaltation, rather
than serving and preferring others. This is comumonly
demonstrated by those who put others down in order to
build themselves up. “Pride goes before destruction, and
a ]hl@ﬂU[g]hllty spirit before a fall” ((]P’]m\ve]rlb)s 11(6)::118))¢ Someone
who operates in plrl‘i(dle ts, un effect, 1t<e;ll1l[i1n1g Jesus to move
off the throne of his or her life.

If we can beg'm to grasp the foundational motivations of
people who speak eVll Wwe can prevent our lives from
bemg defiled by listening to the evil report.
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We distort the detriment in followi‘ng gossi‘p

That is, we find that we enjoy hearing gossip because it
exalts us. Goss ip tears down those we dislike, those we are
j]<ea1]l<onms or envious of, or those we desire to see hurt
because they have huort ws.

The time is coming when people won’t listen to g@noudl
teaching. Instead, they will look for teachers who will please
them by telling them only what they are itching to hear.
They will turn from the truth and listen to senseless stories.
2 Timothy 4:3—4

Those who are drawn to (g@ssiip and slander have set
themselves toward ll[istelmihnvg to senseless and foolish
stories.

The more we listen to slander and 1talll(elbne;(aur‘[ilnlgy the more
we become callous to its impact on owr lives. . . we
become desensitized to the sin. Our parameters and
boundaries become stretched. The more we expose
ourselves to negative comments, sinful speech, and acts
of character defamation, the more likely we will be to
become actively involved un these same areas. The nature
of sun is this: It always takes you farther than you wanted
to go, it costs more than you wanted to pay, and it keeps
you longrer than you wanted to stay. It is a road we showld
not go down, for once we do, it is easy to et lost and
takes a ll<o>1n1<g time to get home.3

3 Sedler, M. D. (2016). What to do when words get ugly. Grand Rapids, MI: Revell.



https://ref.ly/logosres/9781493405848?art=r11.a17&off=-28267&ctx=5++~Why+Do+We+Gossip%3f%0aThe+importance+of+r
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No matter how (dletep his <dl(el[[ig]h11t unt g@@sﬁp)\ the (o»r[ig[ilnlaut(our of Ut muust
never seem as if he worked hard at acquirng the tnformation he is
passing on. He might want to stress its exclusivity (no one else knows
this) or its intrinsic importance (this can strongly affect your fate), but
he must avoid the appearance of seeming to have done any serious
sll(elunt]hliilnlg to come into possession of the item he is mow V(O)lU[(c]hlsalffﬁlnlg to
you. Were he to do so, he would come across as that most miserable of
creatures, a busybody. The difference between the busybody and the
gossip, at least to the onlooker, may come down to little nmore than
style, with the busybody not ]hlal\\/[llnlg much of it.

The person receiving the gossip has to stake out his position with
some nicety. He mustn't seem preternaturally interested in what might
be salactous, slanderous, or gemt@mﬂllly scandalous material. At the same
tiunme that he must appear somewhat cool at the reception of the g(0)§§[qp>,.
he is also wnder the <o>1b»1l[igaut[i<onn1 to seem appreciative. When ]hueaur[hmg the
itenn, he must measure its truth quotient, and know how to respond to
it. Sometimes he may wish to prompt more information from the
person ]pnuur\vey[ilmg the g(O)sgi‘pr \waunntiilnlg gaps un the narrative filled un,
1F<o>ggy points in the story clarified, contradictions resolved.

A complicated transaction, then, that between the person ltellll[ilmfg the
gossip and the person to whom he is 1t<ell1liilmg it. A quid pro quo is also
often entailed. "Gossip," the satirist Wilhelm Busch, in an admirable
aqp]huouriismm said, "is the confession of other ]Pne(oqplhe's sins," which it
f]r(e\q[lunelnntlly telnuonmg]hl s, But to auc(ceplt gossip from another person is also
to enter into tntimacy of a (C(O']UHL]P) lex kind: the bestowal of the gossip
al <onn1g with its acceptance implies the acknowl t@(dlglnnuelnut that we are
both men or women of the world, both operate in the same moral
universe.

Good gossip is much aided by the existence of a huwman
typology, the type is that of the hypocrite, the person
professing virtue without really possessing it.#

% Epstein, J. (2011). Gossip: the untrivial pursuit. New York, NY: Mariner Books.



https://ref.ly/logosres/9780547577210?art=r13&off=525&ctx=hat+keeps+it+alive%3f%0a~A+good+joke%2c+they+sa
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The Root of Goss i]p:

What’s the heart issue behiind @ OSS [i]P>?’ The dual
narcissism of self-love and §<ell1F=]P>Jr<o>1nn1<0)1t[i<o>1n1¢ When
we traffic un gossip, we tear others down and build

ourselves up. Joe Stowell lists several self-centered
[Unnqpnudlses that motivate wus to wvndermune the g(onowdl
nanme of another and make ourselves look g“(O)(O)(dl:t

. We are naturally curious, so we want to know the
news. Curiosity is fune, even constructive, unless it
leads us down the path toward tearing others down

with our unformation. Furst Tumothy == lunks 1b><eii1n1g
a busybody with gossip. In that case, curiosity will
be left unchecked. King Solomon says the slanderer
is unorustworthy: “Whoever goes about slandering
reveals secrets, but he who is trustworthy in spirit
]L{@@lps a 1t]h1ft1n1g covered” (]P’]F(OJ\V@]HUS 1111::117)}

« A desure to be the center of attention. We have the
scoop on a person of interest to others, some juicy
unformation that no one else seems to have.

« The opportunity to elevate ourselves. As Will
Durant said, “To §]P><ea1]k Ul of others is a dishonest
way of praisung ourselves.”

. Malicious words are often spa\wmue(dl by bitterness.


https://www.amazon.com/Weight-Your-Words-Measuring-Impact/dp/0802490158/?tag=thegospcoal-20
https://www.esv.org/verses/First%20Timothy%205%3A13/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Prov.%2011%3A13/
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Don’t goss ip.

As much as the Bible teaches on al\v(o)ihdlii]nlg q[lumur]r«ell[ilnlgy the
Scriptures instruct us to avoid g@)ssftpf rumnors and slander.
Im fact, we are told to, “not associate with a simple babbler”
((]P’]F‘O)\\/'@]Flb@ 20)::11@)))~

Much of what is ]P>(o>s1t<e<dl online is editorial, and there is little-
to-no accountability for what we post. ‘Babbling’, or foolish
talk, ts often e]nlgag(e;(dl un witthoout hindrance online and often
can lead to serious (dlaunmag@ and confuston.

We should have little desure un §]P)]F(E‘)(c]l(d[lL]nl‘g umnsubstantiated
rumnors, poorly researched theories, and misinformation which
only leads to sowing division, fear and strife. Gossiping about
events we know 1nuo>1t]h1[ilmg about, ]P>(e(o>]P>ll(e we have never met, or
ascriﬂbﬂhmg pejorative labels upon people we do not even know
personally is entirely deplorable behavior for the Christian

2 T 206 “But avoid urreverent babble, for it will lead ]pxe(oqplhe
unto more and more 1unnug<o)<dllfunuesss”

LT, 4272 “Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths.
Rather train yourself for g gf@d///zn(e§§ ”
lamnes 1:26: “If anyomne thinks he is rel LngOﬂU[S and does not bridle
his 1t(o>1n1g1uue but deceives his heart, this person’s Jrellftgli(onnl s
worthless.”

Jesus warns us that we will give an account to every
careless word we s]pue\a]k ((M(antlt!hue\w 1[2::@6)} Let’s heed His

warning, and let’s think before we post a careless word.

— The G@§p(e// Coalition


https://www.esv.org/verses/Prov.%2020%3A19/
https://www.esv.org/verses/2%20Tim.%202%3A16/
https://www.esv.org/verses/1%20Tim.%204%3A7/
https://www.esv.org/verses/James%201%3A26/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Matt.%2012%3A36/
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How many different types of people should we hear a piece
of information from before we start sharing it as a true fact?

Researchers studying spread of infectious diseases and
transmission of information have developed a model that
elucidates the reasons why some news propagates through
social networks before there is time to corroborate the facts.

Laura P. Schaposnik, associate professor of mathematics at
the University of Illinois at Chicago and corresponding
author on the paper, wanted to show how one could advise
people about believing gossip and when to transmit
something heard from others.

“We show that if you require different types of people to tell
you something before you start asserting it as fact, then the
propagation of the story will be much slower. If a person
heard and believed gossip from any three people, regardless
of type, then most often the gossip would c[uickly propagate
to the whole social network.

“On the other hand, if one required a rumor to be heard from
at least three different types of people before it could spread,
then the gossip would need to be initially believed by 250
people for it to spread to half the society or more,” she said.

— IC ’T(O)(dlaly
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]Bll(O)gs exist, anmnong other lt]hlﬁ]ﬂlgS,s to shame ]P)(E‘)(O)]P)][(e) who
fall below what are 1t]huo>1U[<g]h11t to be proper standards of
behavior, in which the people who do so are named for
anyomne to see. I learned from Professor Solove's book
that there is a 1b)1l<o><g called Bitterwailtress, which names
poor tippers on what it calls the Tipper Database, or
anyone who leaves tips of under fifteen, or in some cases
twenty, percent of the check. The best-selling writer
Malcolm Gladwell found humself named on this 1b>1l<o>gy
It]huonutg]h he claums not to recollect ever 1unnudl<e]r1t[L]PqP)[L]n\g Bt
once his name appeared on the list, his claims counted
for 1nuont]h1[hmgé

Another such 1b)ll<o><g‘ ts called Don't Date Hium Girl, which
lists mnen, and their profiles, who in their relationships
with women have been disloyal, liars, mama's boys, and
any other information that is useful in condemning these
men. All this information may be quite true—but what
if some of it isn't? What if some of the names are placed
there because a woman feels falsely betrayed or is herself
psychologically off kilter or is seeking revenge? In Don't
Date Hum Gurl and other such 1b>1l<o><gs,~ the old question
arises: Who s glU[aurdl[Unug the glU[aur<dliialln1§7’

Reaudllunug about these bl <ongs I couldn't help but wonder
about 1ta1]L<1um<g 1t]huumgs a step further: What about a waitress
bl @g <exp<o>sunlg people with atrocious table mamnners who
eat sloppily or—worse in our era—unhealthily? Or how
about establishing a Don't Date Her Guy blog that would
do the same 1t]h1[i1n1g‘ from the standpoint of the opposite
sex?
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]Bll(O)gs already exist that are meaner than this. A website
called Revenge World allows the aggrieved party of a
former (c<o>1qu>ll<e to attack his or her former mate,
ﬁ]ﬂl‘Cth[dﬁ]ﬂng U some Unstances, §]h1<o>\v\v{iln1g <elnn11b>aumralssii1nlg
photographs. People will say on the Internet things they
would never say to another person face to face or over a
phone. The 1b>ll<o><g,‘ witth tts absence of face-to-face contact,
provides something very like cyber courage, let us call
lt—amnd it cannot be a g(om)(dl 1t]h1[ilnlg,~ But that's the Internet,
where one can say anything about anyone and probably
not be contradicted; even by the truth.

In its destructive aspect, g@ssup s about two 1t]huun1<g*s the

ruination of reputation aunudl 1t]h1e unvasion of privacy. No

unis Lttt ilon <dl<o)<es these two things more (eiﬁfluc tently than

the Internet, where it can be menacing, and will remain

menacune until the time when laws come into beung to

guard against its many excesses.

Insults not made to your face but with the capacity to
be instantly widespread are an indirect form of gossip.

And there is mo redress, not really, not likely, not ever,
not so long as the Internet remains the playgrouwnd of
the too often pathological and the Valhalla of the
unvalorous, where the wnqualified and the <o>1unt1r[ig]hnt
foolish can say what they please about whom they please,
which tn the end amounts, as Molly Haskell has it, to
"democracy's revenge on democracy."

5 Epstein, J. (2011). Gossip: the untrivial pursuit. New York, NY: Mariner Books.



https://ref.ly/logosres/9780547577210?art=r24&off=19611&ctx=o+write+her+paper.%0a+~Blogs+exist%2c+among+o
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GOSSIP
1 Timothy 5:13

* phluaros - “Old word from phluo (to boil up, to
throw up bubbles, like blowing soap bubbles)’
(A. T. Robertson) - 3 Jno. 10

« “uttering or doing silly things, garrulous,
babbling, foolish, trifling, vain” (Thayer, 655)

— “Since bubbles are hallow & useless things,
‘to indulge in empty & foolish talk’” (Ibid.)
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AT THE NEXUS OF GRACE % GLORY

LY

Five Steps For Saving:

« HEARING:

e Romans 10: 17; Matthew 7: 24 - 27
 BELIEVING:

* Hebrews 11: 6; Mark 16: 15, 16

« REPENTING:

e Acts 2: 38;17:30; Luke 13:3

e CONFESSING:

 Matthew 10: 32, 33; Acts 8: 36, 37
 BAPTISM:

 Romans 6: 3—5; Acts 8: 36 —38

O Tiat 11 Be Gla

O that will be gloryqfanm@eugrace,
Faity Eedngy Glory for me, glory for me;

When by His grace | shall look on His face,

_ That will be glory, be glory for me.
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