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LAND PROMISE LONG FULFILLED

by David L.ee Burris
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Genesis 15

18 In that day
Yahweh made a
covenant with
Abram, saying,
"To your seed |
have given this
land, from the
river of Egypt to
the great river,
the river
Euphrates:

Urlocated on map:
-Kenizzies

- Rephafies
~Gig£rles

Deuteronomy 7:1 - “When the Lorp your «od brings
you Into the land that you are entering ior to take
possession of 1l & clears away many nations before
you, the Hittites|Asia Minor], the Girgashites, the
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizziies, the Hiviies,
and Jebusites, seven nations more numer ous and
mightier than you, >and when the Lorp your od
gives them over to you, and you defeat them, then
you must devote them to complete destruction.

You shall make no covenant with them and show no
mercy to them. *You shall not intermarry with them,
giving your daughiers to their sons or taking their
daughters for your sons, *‘ior they would turn away
your sons irom following me, to serve other gods.
Then the anger of the Lorp would be Kindled against
you, and he would destroy you quickly. ®*But thus
shall you deal with them: break down their altars,
dash in pieces their pillars and chop down their
Asherim and burn their carved images with fire.”



Page 3 of 16

Joshua Calls for Faithfulness!

» Joshuacalled the people together before he died
and urged them to be faithful He told them that
God had given them ALL the land that he had
promused (Joshua 21:4343; 23:14)

» Two of the promises to Abraham are fulfilled by

the end of the book of Joshua

— His descendants are a distinct, separate nation
— They are living in a land of their own — Canaan

» The Jews do not need to mherit the land today tc
fulfill the promise to Abraham- that promise
was made and kept over 1,000 years before
Christ was born!
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The Land Promise Is Fulfilled!

by Franklun T. Puckett
in The Preceptor, Vol. 1, No. 10, August 1952.

Premillennialists tell us that God's promise to give the land of
Canaan to Abraham and his seed has never been fulfilled. Sunce
Hiis promises do not fail, there must be a futuwre fulfillonent.
Consequently, when Jesus comes the Jews will be miraculously
converted as a nation, the Jr[ig]hnt@(onms dead will be raised, and
these all, with the 1[[1\\7[i1n1g satnts, will be returned to Palestine
to unherit the land auc<c<our<dlii1n1g to the promise. A great progiram
of political algg]ml]nl(dlfLZ@]D[]UG)]ﬂlIt is built up for these miraculously
converted Jews and the "elect from among the Gentiles." The
king-dom’s established and the millenniwm begins to roll itself
merrily along:.

There are many insuperable difficulties which premillen-
nialists must face in trying to prove their doctrine, but if it
can be shown that the land promise has already been fulfilled,
the basis for theur whole visionary scheme will be removed,
and the theory will collapse for lack of foundation on which to
rest. I propose to prove that God has fulfilled that promise.

Preced ing Events

The Lord had prom ised to make of Abrahan a great nation

"seed as the stars of heaven, and as

lt]humonutg]hl 1nnnurll1tiiplly[iln1g his
the sand which is upon the sea shore." Since it was impossible
to reach such marvelous numerical proportions (dhuur[l]nlg his
own lifetime, this promise could only be fulfilled by way of

Abrahan’s ]P><0)s1te]r[ilty¢
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Consequently, it passed to Isaac and Jacob (Genesis 26:2-
4 28::3,4)} When in a tume of famine Jacob and his sons wenit
down unto Egypt, God said: "Fear not to go down into Egypt;

tor I will there make of thee a great nation" (( Genesis 46: z,)) In
that land "¢the children of Israel were truittul, and increased
abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding mightyy;
and the land was tilled with then" ((]E)\((O)(th[S ]li7/>)¢

Sltep]huelm declared that "when the time of promise drew ][71/[igf//71,‘
which God had sworn to Abraham, the p(elop//@ then grew and
multiplied in Egrypt" ((A(clts 717 ))\\ This population increase was
because "the tume of the promiise drew 1n1[i<g]hu"

When "there arose up a new king over Egrypt, which knew not

Joseph" (Exodus 1:8), Israel was subjected to great affliction.
God heard theur cry "and with an //71/2;th QI b]/"@lU[gf//?I/é' He them
out of " (Acts 1z:17). By faith, they crossed the Red Sea and
came to old s]hlalklunlg Sunat. There God made a covenant with
them, saying, " Ye shall be unto Me a king-dom of priests, and
an holy nation" ((Exe(dlus ]<Q¢(6)))¢ They were at this time as the

stars of heaven for multitude (Deuteronomy 110). It is evident
that God's Promise to Abraham regarding the development of
a great nation was fulfilled in these events.

God now spoke unto Israel, s saying: " Ye have dwele //01/71gf
elmaugf/ﬁz in this mount: turn you, and go to the mount of the
Amorites, and unto all the P//(H[C@§ Vel g//zz thereunto, in the p//a/um,\
in the hills, and in the vale, and in the south, and by the sea
side, to the land of the Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, unto the
great river; the river EU[/[D)//W]["H[//J@&' Behold, I have set the land
betore you: gro in and possess the land which the Lord sware
unto your father, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give unto them

and to their seed after them" (Deuteronomy 1:6-8).


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2026.2-4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2026.2-4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%2028.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%2028.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2046.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%201.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%207.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%201.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2013.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2019.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%201.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%201.6-8

Page 9 of 16

Comiing to the border of Canaan twelve spies were sent to
search out the promised land. They all reported that it was a
g<0uo><dl land, but ten said that the Slt]ﬁe)]ﬂlglt]hl of the cities and the
size of the giants made it impossible for them to take it. This
so discouragred the children of Israel that they then plotted
to make them another captain and return to Egypt. Their lack
of faith provoked God to swear that none of that generation
above twenty years of agie save Caleb and Joshua should enter
unto the land.

The Promise Fulfilled

After wandering forty years in the wilderness, Moses died and
was buried in Moab. Those who had provoked God at Kadesh-
Barnea now lie sl (e‘(e\p[i]nlg un the wilderness. Under the direction
of God, Joshua led their children into the "land flowing with
milk and honey." So successful were they in (dl]FlL\VlUﬂlQF out the
enemny and ]p>(o>ssesglumg the land, that it was said: "A\and the Lord
gave unto Israel all the land which He sware to give unto
their fathers: and they possessed it, and dwelt therein. And
the Lord gave them rest round about, accordin 0" Lo a U that He

sware unto their tathers: and there stood not a man of all their
enemies betore them: The Lord delivered all their enemies
into their hand. There tailed not (O)U{gf//ﬂlé’ of any gf@@d th /Z}mgf
which the Lord had spo/kevnz unto the house of Israel: all came
to pass" ((][ oshua 211::4?,:4%))@ Notices

1. God gave unto Israel all the land which He swore to
give unto their fathers;

2. Israel possessed all the land which God swore to give
unto their fathers;

3. they dwelt in all the land which God had sworn unto
their fathers.


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Josh%2021.43-45
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Now, if there is any part of the promised land which Israel did
not receive, possess, and dwell un, this Scripture isn’t true. But,
f the passage is true, they received every foot of g]ﬂonunnudl that
God had promised. If they received it, the promise was at that
tunne fulfilled; and if che promise was fulfilled, ]Pnre]nnl[Ll[ll(elnllnliiall[
claunns 1r<e;gauﬂdl[iln1g it are false. One can’t believe the Bible and
pre-millennialism at the same time.

The Cities Of Refug'e

God ordauned that there should be six cities of ref ug@‘ three
east of Jordan, and three un the land of Canaan. " 7he Lord
§p,a/(<e unto Moses, saying; Sy eak unto the (c//71/z//(c7’/1ﬁe'1[71 of Israel,
and say unto them, When ye be come over Jordan into the
land of Canaan: Then ye shall appoint you cities to be cities
of J/‘?@fU[gfe for you..And of these cities which ye shall give six
cities shall be for J/‘?@fU[gﬁe Ye shall ¢ give three cities on this side
of Jordan, and three cities shall ye grive in the land of Canaan,
which shall be cities of Jﬁer/gf(e ((\Tlu[lnnl bers z£:q ~ll4L))

When the children of Israel were emucaunnqpnedl on the pl[au‘ilnlg of
Moab, Moses said unto thenn, " When the Lord thy God hath cuit
off the nations, whose land the Lord thy God gf/[\we/th thee, and
thou succeedest them, and dwellese in thedir cities, and in thedr
houses; thou shale separate three cities tor thee in the midst of
thy land, which the Lord thy God griveth thee to possess it"
((]D><eult(e]ﬂounuoJnnl\v 1l 9.)) The succeedi ung verses show that these

were cities of ref lungte Then we read: " Wherefore I comumand
thee, sa ying; T hou shale separate three cities tor thee. And if
the Lord thy God enlargre thy coast, as He hath sworn unto thy
fathers, and give thee all the land which He hath promised to
give unto thy fathers; if thou shalt keep these commandments
to do them, which I command thee this day, then shalt thou
add more for thee, beside these three" (Deuteronomy 19:3-9).



https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2035.9-14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2019.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deuteronomy%2019.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2019.7-9
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They were to have three cities of r@iﬁmg@ from the tume God
cut off the heathen before them wntil the day He elnﬂlaurgedl
their coast and gave all the land which He had ]anonnnliise(dl to
give unto their fathers; but when the promise is fulfilled and
they have all the land, three cities more were to be added to
these three. As long as the promise is only partially fulfilled,
there were to be three cities of refuge; when the promise is
completely fulfilled, they were to add three more making a
total of six. If therefore, we find six refuge cities of appointed,
it will be proof positive that God had fulfilled His promise in
its completeness.

Now turn to Joshua 20:1-8 and take tume to read these verses.

Six cites of 1r<e~1f1uug<e~ are here appo unted; three east of the river
JJordan and three un the land of Canaan. Furthermore, they
were appointed by the direct command of Jehovah. Since this
was to be done when God en aurge(dl their coast and gave thenn
all the land He had promised to give, it 1 follows He 1t]huo>1ung]h11t
He had fulfilled His promise.

Since Joshua and the children of Israel thought they already
had received it all; but now more than thirty centuries this
side of that day a pre: muillennialist | jumnnps wp to say;, "God did
not give them all the land, therefore, the Jews have to be
r(egant]hue]ﬁedl to the land of Palestine and receive the promise."

I amn confident that God and the children of Israel know more
about what took place than these wild speculators today. They
were there and are competent witnesses. The appointment of
the six cities of re Fluug(e stands as irrefutable proof that the land
promise was fulfilled. Having been fulfilled it bel ongs to the
past and has no part in God's progiamn | for the future.


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Josh%2020.1-8
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A Premillennial Dodge

Sometimes p]ﬁelnnl[Ulllelnunl[Lallliisltsy when faced with this sort of
convincing proof, will admit that God fulfilled His promise
to the Jews of Joshua's day, but deny that it was fulfilled to
others included in the promise, thereby claiming that such
makes mecessary a futuwre fulfillonent to thewnn. John R. Rice,
a Baptist, says: "What is going to happen to Abraham? Was
Abraham there when Joshua took the children of Israel into
that land? Did Abrahamm possess it, live on tt?... Abraham lived
un tents all his life and died un faith not having received the
promise. Now was that fulfilled? God's promise to Abrahamm
has not yet been fulfilled." (Oliphant-Rice Debate, pg. 42).

Agaﬁlm,\ he says, "Il admit that generation moved to Palestune,
but what about Abraham, Jacob, and Isaac, to whom God had
promised to give the land? Yes, the Jews moved to Palestine.
God fulfilled His promise to that greneration of Israel, but that
was not the same as His promise to Abrahamn, Isaac and Jacob.
But what about the Lord's promise to them? They are heirs of
the same promise and they died without ]hlal\\ffunlg received Lt.
How about that? (ibid. pg. 38).

And again, "God will ]L(@@p Hiis promiise to Abraham and the
remmant of his seed, even though multitudes of Jews died in
unbelief and were lost" (ibid. pg. 41).

That Abraham was included in the land promise is evident

(( Genesis 1Z:E; 117/°8) and that he died without having received

Lt is also quiite clear ( ( Acts 7 q,\) but it does not follow that he

muust be raised fromnn 1t]hue (dheandl and national Israel be restored

to Palestine un order for the promise to be fulfilled wnto hiuon.

This is a conclusion that has no foundation un truth.



https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2013.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%2017.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%207.5
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After Abraham came into the land of Canaan, God (aqpq[))(e;(aume(dl
to hiunn and gave him assurance that his seed should be as the
stars of heaven for multitude. It is said that Abrahanm believed
un the Lord and it was counted to him for 1rfug]hnte@nmsmuess Then
God said: "1 am the Lord that /b)]FOIU[gf//]ZIL' thee out of Ur of the
Chaldees to gf/z\ve thee this land to inherit " ((Gnelnuesus 15 7/))
Abraham asked: "Lord God, whereby shall I know that I shall

inherit (e (<<Gr<e;1n1<e§iis ]l§128>)‘~

The Lord r@pll[he(dl:: " Abram, know of a surety that thy seed shall
be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them;
and they shall attlice them tour hundred yvears; and also that
nation, whom they shall serve, will I ///“Udgﬁe;:‘ and atterward they

shall come out with great substance. And thowu shale go to thy

tathers wn peace; thou shalte be buried in a oood old age. But in

the fourth oeneration they shall come hither acain: for the

iniquity of the Amorites is not yvet full" (Genesis 15:1z-16).
/8 \ 7

This is God's own explanation of how Abraham would receive
the promise. God told him that he could know of a surety that
though his seed should dwell in a strange land & subjected to
bondage, they would come hither again in the 4th generation.
Iniquity of of the Amorites bne[ilnlg not full ]Pnr(e\ve]nntedl fulfillonent
of the promise before Abraham's death. He would o to his
fathers in peace and be buried in a g@@dl old agre. Burt his seed
would come hither agrain from a land of buonnudlalg@ Hereby is
how Abraham was to know he would tnherit the land. Hence,
un that day when God brought the children of Israel up owut

of ]Egypltlta n buonnudlavg(e and gave them the land of Canaan, the
promiise was fulfilled to Abraham.

When the land was given to his seed, Abraham received the
inheritance. God's explanation that thus it should be ought to
satisfy John R. Rice and all other premillennialists!



https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2015.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2015.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2015.13-16

Page 14 of 16

Charles C. Ryrie, In his book, The Basis 0f The Premillennial Faith,
says the Abrahamic and Davidic covenants have not been iulfilled.
He says, “The unconditional character oi the Abrahamic covenant
IS the crucial issue in making the Abrahamic covenant a basis for
premillennialism. Ii the covenant’s unconditional, then the nation
aspect of it must yet be fuliilled, and premillennialism is the only
system oi interpretation which makes a place for a national future
for Israel in which she possesses her land” (p. 52). Again, page 60,
he says, “Since the covenant has never been fuliilled. in history, ii
language means anything at all, it must have a iuture fuliiliment.”
And among the things God promised Abraham which haven’t been
iuliilled, he says, “specifically, the national promises.” He says
there have been three dispersions of the Jews, “The third and last
dispersion began in 70 A.D. and continues to the present day. Israel
has not yet returned from this dispersion, which must be fuliilled i
the ‘Bible is the word of God Israel’s regathering is surely future.”

The Possession 0f The Land Was Conditional

The possession oi this land was conditioned on the Jews
keeping the word oi God. When Israel went into the land
oi Canaan and possessed it there were remaining in the
land heathen peoples with their false gods and idolatrous
worship. Joshua spoke unto Israel of “these that remain
among you” and warned the people oi God “That ye come
not among these nations;” “neither make mention oi the
name oi their gods, nor cause to swear by them, neither
serve them nor bow yourselves unto them.” (23:7)
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Further, he said, “Know for a certainty that the Lord your
&od will no more drive out any of these nations irom beiore
you; but they shall become snares and traps unto you, and
scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye
perish irom this good land which the Lord your God hath
given you” (Josh. 23:13). The watchword was, then, “keep
the words of God” or perish. Oiten the sins of Israel caused
them to lose the land; to be driven out and become slaves
to the nations used by the Lord. As captives they lamented
unto the Lord, and He, with pity, would bring them back
into their land. A case in point is David “recovering” the
land. The record says, “David smote also Hadadezer, son
oi Rehob, Kking of Zobah, as he went to recover his border
at the river Euphrates” (2 Sam. 8:3). Also, “He restored the
coast of Israel irom the entering oi Hamath unto the sea of
the plain, according to the word oi the Lord God oi Israel”
(2 Kgs. 14:25).

The land promise has been fuliilled! Do not let the
materialist deceive and coniuse you by telling you

all of this Is yet future. Do not allow them to equate
“Inheritance” with “possession”. They will attempt

to do this to Show, “The unconditional character of
the Abrahamic covenant IS the crucial issue in making
the Abrahamic covenant a basis ior premillennialism.”
— Guardian of Truth Magdazine
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